Concerning $ NGIN 


WHEREIN 


day his Obje@tions, againft that w ay 
he calls Comrron and Popular Way 
_ of Singing Bec. are 

ally Examined, and inthe Spirit, of 
Mecknels, fdlly Anfwered.. 

to the confideration of all'the 


Saints and Churches of Chrift, by divefs Elders and 
Minifters of Congreg 2tions. 


é 


fider them. 


LONDON, 


Who deffre. Brethren are againft {uc h Sing- 
ing, without prejudice to read thefe Lines, and 
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Praifes of God. * 


Beloved Brethren, 


T is matter of great Grief and Trou- 
ble to us, to fee any of our People, 
much more fo many, lying fhort 
(for want of Light) of this great 

Chriftian Duty of Singing Pfalms, Hymns 
and {piritual Songs; which, as the Charch- 
es are enjoyned in the New Teftamentr to 
do, fo we find it was always practiled by 
the Lords People generally in their pub- 
lick Affemblies, in Gods Worfhip, both in 
Time of the Law and Gofpel: But more 
€fpecially to find fome amongft us fo ree 
folute in Oppofing of it, and others to 
make Divifions upon the Practice theré- 

of; and -yet find to little Argument againft 

tt. Mr. Steed (as it feems to us ) hath not 
fo fairly ftated the Queftion as he fhould, 

5 ik ought to have been this: Viz. Whether 
manging the Prasjes of God by the whole Church 
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Pm 


To all the Saints and Churches of 
Chrift, who are not Convinced 
that ‘tis their Duty to Sing the 


34 


) To all the Saints, &c. 
in thesr publick, Affemblies, be a Gofpel Du- 


ty, or not ? However, we have read and 
confidered this enfuing An/wer to his Ep:/tle, 
and finding it fo fully and foberly done, 
think it neceflary to recommend it to all 
your Confiderations, hoping it may tend 


to enlighten many of your Souls who as 
yet have doubts about it, which thar it 
| may, we fhall commit it to the Bleffing 
of the great God, and remain _ 


Yours in the Work 


of the Gofpel, 


William Collins, Benjamin Dennis, 


| 
Jofeph Mafters, Leonard Marrifon, 
| Richard Adams, Jofeph Wright, 


-|| James Jones, Benjamin Keach, 
Hercules Collins; Jo. Hammond, 


a Richard Mariot, Samuel Bagwell, 4: 
 Abednego Smith, John Chriftophe 
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refteration of thu Ordinance, but te Reproach she 


To the Elders, Minifters and Members 
of the Baptized Churches, through- 
out England and Wales. 


Beloved if our Lord, 
Hat common Proverb: ufed amomeft us, viz, 

That Cuftom is a fecond Nature, we find 

true in things Natura! and Religious: Ola 

Cuftoms, tho never fo bad, are hardly left, 

Jer. 13. 23. and long neglected Duties we come up 
flowly to, And that which makes Reformation in any 
thing the more dificult, is that Oopofttion it ufually 
meets with, many times, frem hole, whole Duty and 
Office doth in a {pecial manner Ovlice tem co reffore 
every Trdth of God that's fallen in our Streets. And 
fuch hath been our cafe, (tho much cv be lamented ) 
‘that when it pleafed God to open the Eyes of ‘mang 
among ft us into that holy Orlinance of Singing his 
Praije both in Private and Publick, and from ihe clear 
Evidence of his Word, made us fenfible that this part 
of Divine Worfhip, fo frequently commanded and com- 
mended in Holy Writt, both to Jews and Gentiles, & 
ws Ancient as the World, and will continue wren Time 
fhall be {wallowed up in Eternity, We bad then ne 
Mind to have publifhbed our thoughts to the World, nor 

to have troubled the Churees with any Differrations 
about it.. But endeawoured to have a Friendly Debate 
y with our Brethren, who were conven’d to confult the 
Qehurches Welfare: But our Endeavours theretn being ob- 
ftrudted by rhe Oppolers of this Truth ; Soon after fome 
of them, from an imprudent Zeal to maintain their own 
, mifisken Sentiments, openly oppofed this holy Truth of 
WiGod, and took unto themfelves a kind of lawle{s Liber- 
ty, not only to calumniate thofe who endeavoured she 
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Tothe Elders, Minifters, cc. 


Truth oj God in this particular, by calling it Will. 
Worfhip, Formal, Carnal, Invented, @’c. which pu: 
us upon a neceffity (unlels we would betray the Truth of 
Chrift by a finful filence ) to difcover their great Mijtakes | 
and unaccountable Abfurdities and Prevarications herein, — 
to all that defire to wait upon God in the way of Holi. 
ne{s, and to remove the Stumbling-blocks that bufie mex 
have endeavoured to trouble thofe Churches with, wh 
defire to live in peace. This hath occafioned the publifb- 
ing of this listle Treatife now in thine hand, which is 
hereby recommended to thy diligent and candid peru{al 
and whoever thou mayet be that readeft, I have onel) 
thefe few things to defire of thee: Make the Word gi « 
GOD thy Rule in Fudging, lay by all Prejudice ° 
weigh what thou findeft in the Ballance of the Sanctu 
ary, and do not judge before thou baft read what i 
{aid for this. holy Ordinance. And remember, that ever 
Truth of God, hath {ome Adverfaries, and if thou wil 
not receive Truth, untill its Adverfaries have nothin 
to fay, thou muft receive no Truth at all, untill the De 
vil % bound, and all the Nations of the World unde 
ceived. Wait at the Throne of Grace, in a bumble Spi 
rit, for Light in this particular ; if thou art yct in th 
Dark concerning this holy Inftitution. And whether the 
doft own and prattife this Ordinance or mot, fee that the 
put on Charity towards thofe that are otherwife minded 
‘and if you cannot all agree, to bins the Praifes of Gi 4, 
together bere on Earth, I am fure all the Children 
God will harmonize in this Workin Heaven. Now thi y 
the Lord might ble{s this little Treatife to thy Ejtablip. ji: 
ment in the Truth of Singing Pialms, Hymns as 
Spiritual Songs, to bis own Glory, and thy Souls as 
ethers Comfort and Edification, is the Defire, and fh 
be the Prayer of thine in the Lord, iw 


Thomas Whinne 
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well as ftrange : 


WBpiitle was printed: But you, 


[3] 


A Sober Reply to M' Robert 
Steed's Epiltle. 


4 


SIR, 
A D you wrete private Letters to your own 
| people abour your feritiments concerning 
finging the praifes of God, to obftru@ the 
re(toration of that blefled Gofpel Ordinance, and noe 
have publithed it to the World, we might have feen 
- fuch Caute (as now we do ) to an{wer your Epi- 

When we heard you were a writing, we ex pected 
it would have contained an anfwer to what hath lately 
been publifhed in vindication thereof by Reverend Mr. 
Kynowles,Mr. Keach, Dr.Wright, Mr. Whinnel, but we 
now fee no fuch thing attempted, but cortrarywife 


Only aheap of words, being little eife than the fyb. 


lance of what Mr. Marlow hath troubled the World 
and Churches with. And it feems as if. the Sermon 
you formerly preached againft this Holy Truth of 
Chrift, was the muddy Fountain from whence his 
fines proceeded ; and chat it «:s you thofe worthy 
Berfons in the dark contended with, which was hint. 
‘@d to fome of us fome time fince. 


But truly Sir, this way of yours feems new as 


3 Hath any controverfible Truth 
met with fuch ulage? you at once give up the caufe 


Ne Provided thofe weighty Treatifes, fo full of Scripture 


Arguments are not anfwer’d ; tor 


all men m 
all that you have ay fee 


faid, fully aniwered befére your 
‘tis like, foreiaw fome 
Az great 
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great Advantage by your Effay, in that you fi 
tome of your People fo hardened, and prejudiced ; 
ainft Singing the Praifes of God, that they will ny 
at the charge to buy thofe Books, nor trouble then, 
felves to read them, and you giving yours away, we fe 
we muft do the like, 1f we would leave them witho: 
excufe here, and inthe great Day. 


There is one thing that we cannot pafs by witha: | 
Lamentation, v/z. in that you were not fatisfied s , 
preach down in your Congregation what your 
verend Brother Mr. Kxowles, your Fellow Elder, w: 
is (as we may iay ) the Father of the Church, hk 
preached up, but now writ againft him allo; © y 
would have thought Modelty, and Refpect to | x, 
great Age, Learning, and Sincerity, and to preve 
reproach, might have ftopped your Pen, and unady p 
fed attempt: Is it not fad to fee that one Elder ar 
fuch a Caufeand Spirit, fhoald appear in print agair © 
another? Are thefe things lovely, or of good Ip, 


- port? could you have found no other way to have p © 


anend to the controverfie amongft your own Peop ¢fy 
fince you pretend only to be concerned for the Me &» 
bers of your own Congregation? There are {0 fhe 
who alfo have too much conntenanced Divifions dg 
Churches upon the account of Singing the prai eg 
of God, we fhall be glad if you can clear your | be 
in that matter: Andthe more inexcufeable they fe - 
to be, fince to their Knowledge the Affembly of »*. , 
Elders, Minifters and Meflengers of our Churethe 
declared their urrer diflike of any Breach or Di Bg 
fion in the Churches uponthe account of the prad€gh, 
or non-practice of Singing of Pialms, as ’tis now, rq 
and hath in every performed ; and allo “ger 
Advice to the contrary: Moreover, your Epiftl fe 
difperfed abroad, and many of them given away Su, 
divers Churches in the City, and amongft others * Be; 


the Countrey. 


| 


' © But to proceed, thd your Epiftle hath nothing con- 
% gained in ic but what hath been effeétually anfwered,yet 
‘ we think it not convenient to let any thing come out, 
 defigned to obftruét or hinder the practice of this great 
and Sacred Duty without an Anfwer ; we fhall therefore 

‘examine each part and paragraph thereof, and give 
ou a Sober Reply, that fo all ftumbling-blocks may 

‘a be removed out ofthe way of Gods People, and thole 
'' Churches cleared from the charge of humane Innova- 


' tions, °c. who are in the practice of it. 
wh 


Firft of all, For your great care for the Souls of 
your People no Body can blame you: Burin Page rt. 
tO fuggeft chat Saran may beguile them by their ad- 
Ve fering to this Ordinance of Singing Pfalms in God's 
dy pablick Worthip, thews you are of a bitter Spirit, 
r amd very cenforious. It was not Satan but Jefus 
ait Chrift, in your Reverend Brother, who ftrove to 
‘promote that Truth of his in his own, and other 
>? Churches of the Saints; had you mentioned any o- 
Of ther thing you call an Error, which your Members, 
Mc @c. were in danger to be beguiled with : This 
lo! fhould have been paisd by. But to pur us-out of 
ns doubt what your meaning is, you in page 3. feem 
ral to bewail thofe dear Churches Satan hath hereby 
A béguiled already. 

Cit 


2. In the fecond place we will come to confider of 
10 the great Queftion which you fay is raifed among the 
Di Baptized Churches, wc. ‘ Which is (jay you) whe- 
at*®ther che common way of Singing by a fet and ftint- 
> 8d Form, with a whole Congregation every one to- 
AD sppeit without exception, lifting up their Voices, 
ftk®.be an Ordinance of our Lord Jefus, or whether it 
ay e Ought not to be exploded as an invention of Men ; 
et!* Being of the fame quality, if not worfe than com. 
* mon ftinted fet Forms of Prayer. Thd you ftate not the 
queftion fairly, yet we 


A 3 


Reply, 


J = 
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‘Reply. We are glad the proper queftion is raifed 
| thé Baptized Churches,and the practice of it too in news 4 
| thirty of them, divers others alfo having to the praigum 
OF Gad; and Joy of our Souls, lately receiv‘d it, aug 
gor, and are endeavouring to get into the 
thereof. Nor will the hard Names you gives 

F 
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| hinder the general reception of it, unlefs you had ay 
hard Arguments to bring againft it, which we 


you have not found.as yet, and we. are fure neve 
| will, for ’tis in vain to ftrive againft the ftream of & # 
| cred Truth of finging the praifes of God too. a 
| ‘Common way of Singing, &c. ‘Tis a good word if a 
| intended: We read of common Salvation, common Fai 
&e. Our way of Preaching is never the worfe becaut™ 
‘the cothmon way that other Churches have 
théfn, and is ufed by other Minifters; nor 
tfidré is our way of Singing. 2. It be calli 
céntmibe bécaufe uled before the Law, under the 
avid the Gofpél Difpenfation, in the Churcht 
| of Chriftin the pureft Times. 3. Let it alfo go for 
a cOmmoh way of Singing, as that which is owned an 
vvitneffed!'to by Gods Word, and his faithful Peoph? 
Wppoficién to forné unknovvn, unheard of and 
‘| cree Way'wvhich you fuggeft, vvhich no body 
| || ftands : for finging of Pialms, “You fay, is an Ord 
“nance, it may be, nay, fhouldbe practifed ina 
Church, page 4. But hovv it ought to be domi 
} no Body tan underftand by your Epiftle, the w 
' you hint’at is hidden ; fore mode or manner it is yay 
wonid have, but ‘tisa fecret not yet revealed ; ’tisf 
hatd cafe you thould fuggéft, that a Gofpel Ord 
mance, enjoyned on the Churches, fhould lie fo dar f 
and‘obfeure in Chrifts New: Teftament, that no 4 


dy fhouwld be able to underftand what the matrer™ 
whieh fhould be fung, nor who'the Perfons are tht 
and yet che’'Holy Ghoftcalls them Pfaln! 


ngs, (aferftinted Form.) 


0 


Hymns and Spiritual Soe 


~ 
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e Reply. A fet {tinted Form, we affirm politively in the: 
i@maear of God, is laid down both tn Col. 3. 16. and Eph, 


le 


vag. 1t9. APlalm cannot be a Pfalm, nor a Hymn an * 
Hymn, nor a Spiritual’Song a Song, without @ fet 
Form, it can‘t be without fo many diftinét fee 
Or {tinted words, Syllables and Lines. | 
(i kK may as well fay a Chapter is nota fet ffinted 
as once to fuggeft the Scripture-Pialm 
4) Hymns and Spiritual Songs, which the Holy Gho 
Penjoyns the Churches to fing, are not fet and ftinted 
@Borms ; or to fuppofe becaute fet and ftinred Forms, © «| 
wmmpey are to be exploded as an invention of men: 
a ray Brother how came Scripture, Pfalms, Hymns 
yfamed Spiritual Songs, which in the Original are in 
gemetre, tobe the Inventions of carnal men?_ Had car- 
gumel men a hand in compiling the Sacred Bible, and 
joyning Gofpel Precepts ? and how came a fer ftm- 
Form of Pfalms, Hymns, contained, and 
heemmainly laid down in Gods Word, to be as bad or worfe 
Man a fet and flinted Form of humane*compofed and 
mp poted Prayers; when humane inventions are as good 
pias Divine and Sacred Inftitutions, we will be of your 
Res and then we will fay you {poke Truth, bur not 


elumy! then can we believe you, nor regard what you 
4 on this account. If there had been no Scripture, 
in being, nor known to the Churches, 
the Holy Ghoit enjoyned then? to fing. Pfalms: 
mo: if che ordinary Gifts of the Spirit might’ not 
and enable us as well to put a Plalm orHymna | 
order to be fung, as a Doétrine tn ordet to he 4 
MecachediguThen you might fay the Church was to 
for fome extraordinary effhfion of the Spirit, 6r 
me miraculous Pfalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs; 
fore they: could perform that Duty; nor could'that , 
be performed longer than fuch gifts abode inthe 
Snurch: And if fo,,you had faid'fomething, brit now. 
ie fee you have faid nothing that has weight in it: bue 
pore of this'anon. You fay, With a whole Congregation, 
| A 4. 


uy | one together without. exception, lifting up their Voices 
sogetber, [ that is in finging. : 
Reply. Muft this way of Singing be exploded as ane 
tavention of men, God forbid. for then Mojer and the§ th 
whole, Congregation were guilty of an invention of fs 
men, and Deborah, and Barak, David, and ali Ijrael, 
- and which is worle, Chrift and his Apoftles, Paul and to 
Silas nay, and an invention of men is enjoyned on gm 
the Church ; for they all are enjoyned thus to be Sung @ 
together, every one of them, not one excepted, take) gigs 
two or three Arguments further to make it appeaniggr 
the Churches were thus required to fing. hte: 


1. That way Chrijt and his Difciples funz, the 
were to fing, becauje Chrifl.and his Difciples fet the di 
ret Pattern: Bui Chrifi and his Difcrples {ung all toge. 
ther, as is fullyproved in the late Trescifes. Ergo. 

2. If the Churches are enjoyned to fing, and. not ont 
, Member is exempted or excepted, then they are all tofin a 
"and to fing together according to the Pattern given >i 
Chrift and bis Difciples ; but ‘hy Churches are enjovned 


fing, and not one Member exempted or excepted: Ergoyou 


They all are to fing, and to fing tozether according to :hed@ 
given by Chrift and his Di{ciples, Mat. .26: 30868 
Mark 14.26. + as 
3. Uf finging Gods Praifet were under the Law 


Voices lift-up together, and the Saints ave inthe New 


flament required tomfing, and no other way is 
Laid they fhould fe ing. 


\, .Then the Saints inthe New Teftament ought to 0 fing 


they fang under the old. 


But (uch was the Singing of Gods Peo 
Law} and the Churches are enjoyned to fing Pialms in thegep 
‘New Teftament, 2nd no other way prejeribed or laid done 

C 


homshey fhould fing, Ergo. 


The Churches are nom to fing’ in the the Goines 
foel, 4s Gods People under the Lqw. "A 
you nig the former, that is, Singing, with Voile 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
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Bes together, was unanimou/ly by the part, 
not allthe Baptized Churches, to be Will-wor fhip, 
ie 1. Keply, Suppole it was fo concluded to be by them 

Bhen, might they not be miftaken? Had they ateain- 
€d ro a perfection ct Knowledge in the whole W1ii of 
God> or wee tho!e Churches appointed by the Lord 
ta@be our Pattern further than they followed Chrift 
the Primitive CAttrch ? 

#2.We ask you whether or no generally the fame Bap- 
tized Churches in chole times did not as unanimouily 
Benclide and declare ir feo, that for a Goipel Mini- 
ir to have a Yearly Allowance, or a competent 
intenance, was an humane Invention and Antichri- 
n? We {peak in part upon our own Knowledge,and 
wae cood Information we have had from others, chat 
ivthoie Golpel Duties and Ordwances were equally 
and we tuppoie vou aregnot Ignorant of it; 


fay, andwe hear fome Churches, or members of thofe 
¢Memurches are of the fame Opinion ftill. How now 
year Brother; are’ you for building what was.de- 
witmeyed ; if not, We are no more guilty tn the one than 
are intheother, andto ourgrief, fince it was fo 
n@dacluded then, we find it comes to be fo hard athing 
of@pring our Churches to embrace the one or the other 
ought. 
ith 3 What: if through a hot, and an unaccountable 
TeZe@m@, our Churcnes in the beginning of the laft Re. 
didthrow away pure Geld with much 
M@aichiiftian drefs, ought they net, now God “hath 
Macioully been pleafed-to open their Eyes, to labour 
Recover the Goldagain, we mean both thofe great 
el Duties Singing of Scripture Pialms, and 
linifters’ fhaintenance.. Honoured Brother, The 
of the Fuft is as shining light, that fhines more 
to the verfet day, Prov. 4. 18,-God doth not 
Pver all his whole Mind and Will to his people at 
ince, but forfie at onetime, and fome at’another. 
MAnd bielled be God, there are fome rifen up, of 
Mr, Steed*is ones who affirms, That the Mj-_ 


—— 
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| 

| 
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tema and call our Siaging : But how dare you fo rah 


* brought into fome Churches by the guile and poliq®; 


[10 ] 
nifters of the Gofpel ought to have a competent main. 
tenance, fo that they may comfortably live of it, and 


fome others are rifen up, who do not only affirm that i 


but alfo that the Churches ought to fing the praily i 
of God, and prove it too by undentable Argument fl ' 
and in that common way that was ufed by the Churcki™ 
of Irae! under the Law, and by the Lord, Jelus, anf, 
~ aban and Churches under the Times of the Go 
pel. | 
And as it is now commonly ufed in moft Churche 
of Chrift in our days, wiz. With Voices lifted up m 
gether, and hereby we do build what was wanting 
and reftore an Ordinance too long neglected by {oma 
of the Churches of Chrift. . 
Others contemn our way of preaching, and callf@ 
acommon Artificial acquired attainment, as you Cop 


ly affirm, Or intimate, That this way of Singing i” 


of Satan, and compare it with Common Prayer ? har 
ou an infallible Spirit ? Men may in fome cafes 
ld in their aflertions, when they fpeak of fon 
Truths that the whole Body of the Godly are ef 
blifhed in: But thus to {peak againft an Ordinane | 
which ‘almoft all the Faithful people of God, a / 
Churches now andinevery Age, have received asi 7g 
undoubted Truth of Chrift, is hard. | 
Efpecially confidering how weak your Argumeig 
feem to be, or how little you have to fay againft 
Sir, this way of finging of Scripture Pfalms, is as oy 
tainly an Ordinance of Chrift, as Preaching, Pray 
arefuch, and fo it will appear onelay, fay 
what you pleafe, who affirm finging f0 be an On 
nance in the,Church, and yét fing not properly 
all in any manner of way, but wholly live in the o 
leftofchis great Duty. the 
But you in Page2. afarm, you for fingit! Bar 


-Thefe are your words, viz. The outcry is, you are ageemand 


fnging 


and 


in the Church, if Perfons,in 


| 
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UWcience tetifie againft common finging, 4s that which oughe 
Binot to be ufed in a Church of Chrift, which, fay you, ts 
Mafaife, and as vile a Slander as the former, for they are for 
Rafinging, thatds, for praifng of God, or teaching one ano- 
Masher, or them(elves in Piaims and Hymn:, &c. | 
P™ Reply. Brother, ‘tis a hard cale prejudice againft an 
| Ordinance fhould f@ blind your Eyes, that_with all 
Learning, you fhould not know what finging is, 
conclude fimplé praifing of God in Prayer, 1s 
Finging : hath not Mr. Keach in the firft Chapter. of his 
 Treatife clearly confured this Conceit, to which you 
jmake no replys Singing is a diftinét act of the Voice, , | 
Feand ‘tis known to all mankind how ic differs irom any 
ther acts of the bodily Organs, as Mr. Gofxal once 
Bold Mr. Kiffin in a diicourte they had aboutit. 
5 We fay and*tertifie you fing-net, and do appeal to © if 
B1] men in the Worlds whether praifing Godin Pray- | 
#@r is finging ; thd you do praife God, yet wefay you | 
@o not fing his Praife, which the Churches are en- ‘] 
¥ Joyned hey. Are you willing to joyn iffue in this 
k  @ne fingle point in a fober Difpyte? If you Can prove 
@ “You fing in any proper fenfe, for ‘tis not ak impro- 
fh per or metaphorical finging which the Holy Ghoft en- 
1 Mjoyns on che Churches ) we will give up the Caufe to 
4 ou. But if that be not finging you fpeak of, you 
si acknowledge true, what you are charged 
Wich, viz. That yét are againft finging in the Church, 
wen fo wholly neglect it, through ignorance of what 
mt is: And it cannoc be a falfe Calumny or Aecufati- 


Men ther you are charged with, which you intimate 
ae 4ce =. whilit you decry that way of finging which 
call Comimen, fith you are in the praétice of 
In Mo finging ar ali, ‘neither of the whole Church, nor of «| 


mene fingle perfon. 

2. Can any wife man be fo ignorant as to conclude 
Wolfe Precepts, Eph. 5. 19. Col. 3. 16. do mean a | 
git Dare exhorting one another out of the Book of Pfalms, 
not fuch an admonifhing one another in Pialms, 
Geeymns and ipiritual Songs, that is in finging of them: 
| That 


| 
| | 
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~ end doubt not but God hath e 


it feems you are turned Seeker: we dread the Ef 
© fects of your Noftion, and that ic may inihare 


That we are exhorted to fing Pialms, @c. no male 
who has not loft his fenfes can deny ; and if that ing. 
iag was no more than praifing God in Prayer, then ies 
would follow, in Prayer we exbort one another, an 
fpezk one to another; and how ablurd it is to afhrm 
thar, we will leave cto all mens confideration. ~ 
Dear Brother, we have a great reipect for you # 
you with goo 
abilities to preach his Word; bus this Expofition ( 
yours, of admonifhing one another in Plalms, finginy 
and making melody in our hearts to the Lord, muft & 
wholly exploded as a great Error. ‘ _ 
2. To proceed, if Goipel finging were nothing elf a 
than praifing.of God in Prayer, @c. why do yaj a 


{peak of aaiting for tuch Gifts from the Holy Spirk) 


»aS may put you into a Capacity to perform it fully * 


according? to. the primitive Platform and Patterni fn 
-Thefe words betray you, and may {ufficiently inforn 
every mans judgment who fhall read your Epiftl® 
hat. you are confcious to your felf of the preleg 
want of the practice of this great Gofpel Duty whici P 
you fay may, nay shouldbe in a Church of Chrift. aig 
For if ‘you fing when you praife God, and that ap * 
fwers the Mind of God in thofe ‘Goipel Prece 
Epb. 5. 19. Col. 3.16. what need you wait for fue am 
gifts to put you into a capacity to perform ic fulljie 
according to the Primitive Platform and’ Pattern > 
appears that folemn giving of thanks or praifing dé 
_God in Prayer, is not finging according to the prim-y 
tive Platform in your Coaicience and Confefliong 
( certainly,to do eg and not according to the Gog 
{pel Pattern, is finfull; ) but thar che primitive 
or manner of finging you are.waiting for ; in which, 


gracious and well-meaning Chriftians.. May not the} 
well fay, Since we have not thoje {peciaMGifts to per 
form one Ordinance, and that we Ought not to praia 
Gtife it untill we have fuch Gifts which were in 


$ 
7 


Primitive Church, we muft peform or pracife none 
Mantill thofe extraordinary Gifts do return, (which chere 
no ground co believe ever will:) Tims 1s what che 


afferc, and was weof your mind in. the cafe of. | 
: inging, we know we could nor withftand the cafting ff 
POF al! Ordinances, from fuch a Suppofitios you fug-. | 
How inconfiftent, to Gofpel fimpliciry dozh whage 
u affirm feem to be, ler all men judge: One while 
@ou are for Singiag, and intinfate you are in the pra- . 
ice of it too; and what finging 1s thar? Why, you 
eel us, viz. ‘Tis praifizg of God, and if that be nor Sing- 
“abe, then youare wholly without it, ote 
But norwitliftandipg this Singing, you intimate you 
waiting for fuch Grfts as may put you into a Ca- 
wd to perform it fally according to theprimitive 
Platform and Parrern: So that ir feems you do nor 
as yet according to the primitive” Platform*and 
eRactern, and if fq, your finging cannor be allowed, nor 
Mill ic ferve to dticharge that Gofpel Dury; Becaufe 
@very thmg in Gods Worthip that 1s accepted, oughe 
{be done according ro the priniftive Pattern ; bue 
“if the one be Gofpel: Singing, chere’s no need of the 
M@ther,-and if-the latrer which you wait for Gifts to 
tfform at prefent, be the true primitive way of _ 
ging, certainly tle other canbe no finging ar ail 
caufe it differs quite in the Nature of ic from that of 
ich you indimaté you are waiting for Gifts to. per- 
You call the common way an . Inventidx, and.render * 
as bad as offering ftrange Fire,but you. do not 
ove ‘tis fo, ‘You mention Reverend Mr- Edward Hare | 
mon, who you Tay was concerned® that fuch force of 
ping was tO be avoided as Will-worfhip: 
meange if helookt upon it wich fuch ap evil Kye, he 
Med ‘not leave a. Teftimony againft ir, as he did againft 
“meyite on of ddands upon Baptized Believers gs fuchy 
Bue whatdo you Mention Mr. Harvijor for, as one 
your fide ?, May not we cite Reverend Mr. 


fh 


= 


| 
| 


(+ Mr. Knowles had in the Morning 
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4 man famous beyond moft for the Baptized Wa ha 
who was for this Way of Singing ;,and fo was th N 
Learned and pious Mr. Gofnall, and rhe late pious, ki 
dent, laborions, learned ehd faithful Mr Feffe, and lear 


ed and godly Vavalor Powel,and fo is che Reverend,Pi 
Learned and Laborious Mr. Han{.Knowls,and fome 
dreds of able Diviues perhaps nor inferiour to any 
¢them. Comparifons are not pleafing, but why may Mw gga, 
ope faithfull, pious and learned Minifter be regarded 
_ his Steps and Sentimetits followed, ag well as anothe 
All che Baprifts were nor againft this way of Sing 
when firft our Churches were planted. the, 
But let fome worthy men fay they plea, 
and call ic Will-worfhip, we mavfer it’ not, fince ), 
find this way of Singing was alwayes ufed both 
the Old and New Teftament; Tho Mr. A/arrifon ange 
his Congregation would not fing together, yet Mr. Hass 
great Mafter Jefus Chrift and his Congregarions 
did fing together, who is our Pattern, and not Mr, Ede 
ward @arvifon, furcher chan he followed Chrift. 
But. why ‘will you not enter into the Lift of thaw, 
Controverfie? pray be noc unwilling to anfwer 


Bookslately publithed, or ele difpute our this ; 


foberly, in" apgfweet cool Gofpel Spirit? If you 
Convince us we are in an Error,.we fhall recract 
) eand blefs God for your care of our*Souls, and Chu 
es, which you affirm are carried away @with an 
vention of,men, from our Virgin fimplicity: we 
| now examine what you lay down in the fourth paggl 
_ © of your Epiftle, which it feems is the heads of a Ser 
mon you pftached againft Singing, afcer Revere 


preached it up.as. 

Gofpel Ordinnace: fad cafe! 
Firft, “You fay you fhall fhew what Singing 
| “shat may or fhould depraGis'd in a Gofpel Church. : 
Secondly, “In what order or manner iqought 
“She managed according to Divine Appoigement. 
Thirdly, “ How it appears the Common Sing 
not.ay Ordinance of fetus Christ, 


| ~ 
| 


v 


Fourthly, “Shall confider you fay, fome Scri 
that are alledged for this common Singing in the 
Fifthly, “Shall mention fomething concerning your 
wairing on the Lord for the full reviving of it ac- 
cording to the primitive Patrern. shi 
Firft then, {you fay,) ‘‘As to what ghac Singing | | 
s that may or fhould be prd@tifed in a Gofpel | 
hureh, thall thus briefly, fay you, deferibe tr, wiz | 


Bc is the folernn, joyful diftindexprefling or found- 
g forth the high praife of thé great God, and his 
on Jefus Chrift, ec, according as the Holy Spi- 
giveth abilicy or utterance to an Elder, or gifted 
rother, Ina Church or Afflembly of the Saints, | 


iso be brougigs forth from aright frame, and 


be managed in an orderly manner, according to 
1c direGion given us in the Holy Scripcure of the’ 
ew Teftament, which 1s the only Rule for the . 
(covery of, and guiding ais into the praGice of 
ofpel Ordinances, whereunro it doth nor appear, 
Mor can it be proved shat the common Arnficial 
Meafures or Tunes are effentidl-to ir, 1 fay 
are nor Kficorial ro it, though not unlawfal. 
OM. Reply. We muft needs fay your method is well 
fae Our, buc ill made up. 
lor Firft, you ledve us “in the dark about whae 
believe finging is, thO you fay it is a diftin@ ex- 
ing or founding forth the high praife of God, 
lof you may yet mean as far as any»Body cam 
m hereby only praifing ‘of God in Prayer, unlefs 
had added, tis a folemn diftin@ expreffing or 
ding forth the high Praifes of God, by a mufical 
aus modulation or tuning of «the Voice, which only 
iguilhes whar fingifig is, from any diflin@’ 
mp! che Bodily Organs, as “tis always underftood by 
i inkind ; ‘tis well however, you dare not fay | 
ics, Miafures or Tunes are pnlawfil. we. 
por fay as Mell 4s you, hime is Effential touts 
Ee it be a Pfalm, Hymn Op Song, and yet sot 
Metre 


} 


| 


Metre, or meafur‘d feer, we and all Mankind are ge. 
 Rerally miftakea, for we know not how Profle differ 
, feom Metre any orher ways; but if there may beg 
1 melodfous modulation of the Voice, or 2 proper fing. 
without Metre, we will not contend avout char;} 
and if you can fing that way, pray your hibery; 
4 but fince Rime, meafures and Tunes are not unlawhyl 
you pofitively atfirm they, are not) you ought 
leave us co Our liberty, and not condemn chat as an’ 
invention of mén, orean Error,which we wom 
; dare not becaufe you know in the Original 
| Book of Pfalms, part of Fob, Hannah's and Deborab 
| Songs, Prov. Sa Sang of Soloman, che Song of Ifziah, 
phe Lamentations and &c. are.in Metre, 
2. But why may we not fing'With meafurkdt feer?&, 
1. Your firft reafen is, you fay thtve ism 
Rule gn the New Tejlament them, nor any 
ample for fich aprafice. 
There is a Rule in the New Teftament 
| finging Pfalms, Hymns and Spiricaal Song 
nd from.tbence we thusereafon, if the Chung 
| knows no otiter finging of Pfalms, Hymns, 
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fuch a Way, viz. in*Metre, as was_ufed under. the 
it Teftament, then that way the Churches are to fig 
butthe former istrue. 

2 If Pfalms, Hymns, or Songs differ” only {ta} 
a. Profe, becaufe they are in Metre, and this too in (hig 
common of all men, then the, Pia’ 
Hymn, Song is or be in Metres or meafutt 
feer, thar is fung, or elfe *tis no Hymn or Songé 
all, but only in conceit andifancy. 

“Whereas, as you askg whether a perfon cannot 
“merry in the Lord; expre(g his Joy in Praifc 
Thank(givind with chearful Voice, withour fuch 
“Artificial Compofure before mentioned. 

 Anfwer, We dovnor dény but a perfon may be 
ry in thé Lord, and exprefs his Joy. in*Prarfe 

kigiving with a chearful Voice yer 
img tiie Praifes of God ; whar tho we chat way & 


| 
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and are to rejoyce, yet ought we'not to leave the 
other undone, «ix. to, expreis ouryJoy when merry 
in the Lord bygfinging, becaule we ave enjoyned b 
the Lord ¢o fing agd@ make melody; will you teac 
Band inftruét the Almighry What, fayseiome, can‘e 
we Worthip God without going intéthe water apd 
be baptized, of remember Chrifts Death without 
breaking ‘Bread, and -drinking Wine. Take heéd, 
nm dear Brother, fingine the Prailes of God is enjoyned 
on us, and on the Churches of Chrilt, aoc left 
our liberty, wh¢cher we will dojeor not: And 
other praifing of God with chearful’ voice, muft not 
cxclude this way, nor can it.without Sin in neglect 
ofa holy Duty, And Brother, you have no more, 
.Wreafon to cal] ft an artificial compofure, than fo to 
call of compofed Sermons. The Prophet had a ve- 
ry pleafant compofed voice in Preaching, fo havew 
fome now, bue muft they be charged with an artifi- @§ 
ial compofure ; who gave man that melodioustongue ® 
yet God, and was it to any other defign think you 
ean to fing forth his praife ? 
bee Scwondly, You fay, If thofe things ( that is Metre, 
ole erie and Tune) be effemsjal, then this Singinz would 
ye more ad Natural Art, or rather an Artificial acquired 
ttainment thant Spiritual gift. © 
Anjw. We answer, Natural Art, and Natural 
iitsare.from God, as Speech, orto {peak, is given 
byshim: "Tis moreover an Ordinance to réad 
VYord, and an abfolute Duty, and yet it can‘t 
e attained without Art, and barely to’read is more 
n Artificial acquired attainment than a Spiritual ;_ 
D is it barely to fing, and to preach, pray, and hear 
mp0; bur co read, to pray, to preach, and to fing 
can’t be, done without Spiritual gifts, 
br without Grace in the Heart, none of, thote Natus 
tl, Moral and Artificial acquired attainments can be 
triormed ‘acceptably to God. 
Thimdly, ‘you fay, Then the Melody, would be 2s much 
Voice or Tune, as in the Heagt; contrary 
B 


(Ys 


or 
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The »Melody ought to be in the Heart, 
according to Eph. §: and in the Voice too, or elfe 
it could not be finging ; ‘tis not to bea melody with. 
Voice, bur it it be only in the Voice, and 
ho Spiritual Melody in the Heart, chen ‘tis, we 
evant, conttaryeto Eph. s. Doth not your tuppofed | 
way of finging with chearful Voice, confift as well | 
simehe Voice as in the Heart. 
. The Pfalmift tells us, when God brought back the 
f Captivity of Sion, He filled cheir mouths with 
4 laught@, and their Tongues with finging. Singing 
: r » isonfy an act of the Tongue Or Voice, and to ac 


i knowledged by all Mankind. 


Laftly.vou fay, ‘ THere be fuch Speeches recorded 


| 

| 

|  @ Scripture,’ which are and may be calied Songs of 
“‘praile, which we do not find were uttered witlT tune- 
Sable buc with an audible folemn chearful 
Be. Voice, as that which 1s 

| Aniw. Why do.you affere any fiich things? ifthey 
|e faifed God ina Song, they fung the prailes of God ; 
ut they praifed God ina Song, Ergo, they fung hg 
a praife ; chis muft be granted, unlefs you can prove any 
= did praile God in a Song without Singing. 

t 2. Ifthis be not f@ the propriety of Speech, or att 
of the bodily Organs are confounded, agd we left in 
! the dark, andthe common Underftanding of all Man 
Hi kind-deceived. | 
Thé Seis not faidthey fung thofe Songs, yet thei 
1 Singing of them is directly implyed, becaute they 
\ prailed God and magnified him in Songs. 

4. You know thoie Songs in the Original are in Me! 


Mce, accord 
— 


t which is called the Song of Hannah, } 


tre: Were you nota Scholar, we fhould not 
admire at your miftake ; ic was no proper Song theft 
_ © praifed God in, if it were not fing, and none dart 
: y that thofé are metaphofically called Songs. | 
s. But.you muft conclude they were Tropical aff 
Metaphorical Songs, or elie believe they in aiprope 
) Che. coinmon Underftandipg of Mat 
kus 


es 


co 


kind in general, did fing thole Songs. To conclude 
with this Head, viz. Whit Singing is ? all men may per- 
ceive youn Trumpet gives in this marcer an uncertagn 
found, for one while you intimate ‘tis praiing of God 
in Prayer, another while you juggelt you wait{ora 
{pecial gift, to perform it according to the Primt-, 
And after all, do not fay ’tis a mafical melodious 
modulation, or tuning of the Voice, th6 bur of one 
fingle perton alone, which is the of that 
diftinét act of the voice known to the common race 
of mankind. | 
: So that when that Git ‘s attained you wait for, 
weknow not. what a forr of Singiog we flail have: 
Bue she Wotd of God hath not jefe thus ‘Inthe 
dark abour what it is to fing. 
1. All Learned Men athiim ’tis an of che voice, 
h, B which all men know. how it differs frony any other 
act of the bodily Organs, as Prayer, common prat- 
Ye fes, rejoycing,..preaching,*crying, thouting, as 
iF it alio clearly appears from Exod. 32,07. 
2. That ‘tis cleanly di'tinguifhed from the Duty of 
Prayer, as another diltinét act, by the Apoftle. Paul, 

? Twill pray withppe Spie 
dts rit, and will prage with the underftanding will | 
In fing with the Spirit, and will fing with the undarflind- * 
ing alfo. Common praife is by all confefled to be a 
part .ombranch of Prayer,and comprehended in prayer, 
er 2nd therefore chat is not fingiag ; the fame we have. 
laid down by the Apoftle, Fames 5. 1}. 


Mem 3. In a_ word, ‘tis we fay again amnufical mele 
praifing of@eds which had you affirmed, you 


had not lett yéug™people in the dark about it, as 
now yoit have. But to proceed, we fhall referr our 
Reader for his further fatistaétion concerning this to 
Mr. Keach’s Book, Chap. 1. p. 15, 16, 17, 18) 499 
‘Tis the making a joyful noife ro the Lord, Plal, 
81.1. and Pfal. 91. 1. In “tis faid chole that 
fhall fing thofe Hallelujahs, thalf make a noile as of a 
| B 2 greag 
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preat Thunder, which can‘t be the voice of one fin- 


gle man. 


"Secondly, We fhall come to examine that which 
in pages. you call the order or manner of Singing, 
which you fay we are plainly diretted unto, by 
what is recorded in 1 Cor. 14. From 26th. Verle you 
lay it isa gift of the Holy Spirit beftowed on whom 


and when he pleaies, for the Edification of the | 
Chureh, and that the Pfalm was to be uttered or’ 


fung by him tharhad it fingly. 

Anfw. That it wasto be uttered or fpoken forth 
by one fingly, is granted, but that it was fung by 
him alone’ fingly, we deny ; the reafon you give for 
your bo!d affertion follows in the faid fifth page of 
your Epiftle. 

For, or becaule they were fo to prophefie, vz. 
one by one, the fame direction being given you fay,’ 
tor expreffing or finging of a Pfalm, verfe 31. 


Brother, why did you rehearfe that 
29, 30, 31. verles, for had you fo done, al] who 


read your Epiftle might fee what you fay is not true, 


there is — exprefled or fpoken in vérfe 28, 2 9, 
30, 31, “about finging at all. 


We Will give the Reader the trotble to read the, 


Verfe which our Brother affirms this affertion 
from, and let it beconfidered. This Text had need ro 
be plain for his purpofe, becaufe he cites no other 
pce of Scripture for what he fays, but this one on- 
y 


, to prove that one fingle perfon fhould fing ip the | 
Church alone ; Let the Prophets {peak tro or three, and | 
lef the others judge, ver. 29. If- any ring be revealed to | 


another that fitteth by, let the firft@pold bis peace, ver. 
30. For ye may all Prophefie one by ont, that all my 


— learn, and all may be comforted, ver. 31. . 


Thefe are the verfes from whence Mr. Steed affirms 


the Apoftle gives direétions about finging age by | 


pne, as in the cafe ofprophecyine: 
ly he is miftaken, wilPappear. 


But how great: 
x. For 


| 
| 
| 
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r. For “tis plain hence, the Apoftle 
fpeaks onl rophecying sorepreaching, and not 
of And evident it that but one fingle 
perfon at,once ought to preachy prophecy, or in- 
rerpret the ‘Scripture, and this disvection the Apottle 
gives aout theyexercile of thole gifts, the 
contrary iscofufion al) che World knows. 

But ‘tis not confifion fortwo, three, or three- 
{core to fing togethery for if it were, Mofes and the 
whole Congregation, and. Chrift and his Ditciples 
performed a confufed piece ‘of Worlhip, which is 
Blafphemy toaflert. 

2. You fay it is ively afferted by the Holy 
Spirit, that to do otherwileis not order Sut confufs 
on, which the All-wite God is not the Author of : ver. 
33. From .this Rule it is; fay, you, that ourPrayers, 


our Doctrines and ExhortationSare uctered fingly in 


the Churches, ~~ 


And that we do not admit of thofe refponfes or. 


repetitions with audible voice of the multicudesin 
Prayer, which are allowed of, and pgactifed indome 
Proteftant Affemblies, fhall we admit of thig Rule, 
to guide us in fme Cafes,and’ deny it in others? 
we. 

1. Anfw. The Apoftle condemashat practice, as 
being coffufion,- which feemed to be to by Unbelie- 


vers as well as Believérs, and fo by all men in gene-, 


ral ; and fuch a praétice, which if the Church allow- 
ed it, if Unbelievers come into their Affemblies they 


wouldday,Are they not mad? And fo indeed theymight 


fay, fhould they fee feveral together atone time 


a preaching, prophefying, or imeerpreting theScrip- * 


ture, or vocally praying tagether: But it was ne- 


fion 
Lords People, wiz."Ifrael ot old fung, and fo dung 
the Heathen Nations to their Gods, therefore this of 
fingigg together could not be intended. 7 

‘ae Can any Man be fo Bind to think theve was 
| 3 


{uch 


» 


ver opt upon by Fews or Gentiles to be confu- , 
or a great multitude to fing together, for {drhe_ . 


| 
| 
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fuch a ‘praCice that was confulion in Gods Worthip 
under the Law, for wou wfil not deny but the Le. 
vites or the P>ieith@ed then fling together in their 
courfes, in which@was tWpined} fome conclude, the 
whole Spuitual Prafthoodunder thesGoitpel, or 
the whole Church finging togethers with Grace in 
the Héarts unco che bord. 
3.. Since che Scisptuge you bringydoth nor prove 
what you afhiin, im wile Men ge. | 
neraily, but only Your Interpreration or its 
And fince no, Scriptinfe a private Inrerpre: 
tation, We Exhort, you aa Gods Fear to prove | 
this your Expofiuiot ob it by fone’ other place or 
Holy Scripture; Shew, where evet 
any one Mai fingly alone did ever-fing, o1 was al. 
_dovved 40.00 do God's ordinary Worthip, either 
in or in ohé Golpe!-Church; 
(whith if doy your Interpretation is ucters | 
“dg “to be rejected. You know, Honoured Brother, 
aBis is the iame Argumenc we ule to Deceét Men 
Cafes; when they put cheir private 
fenfe‘qnany Text, which they canpot prove trem anyj 
sother place or facréd Seripture. | 
Fourthly, Your fourth Reaion for one fingle Perfons 
finging, is taken from: Ver. 34. where the Apoflle| 
faiths Letyour Women keep filent in the.Church, for it it 
unto them “bit they are’ Commanded 
_ be under Obedience, as aljo Taith the Law. 
About thiswe argue thus, viz. Since in your 
the*Apoftie had excluded Men to ing to- | 
sete i the Church, and that they were not acdmit- 
ted to Phe, but owly one, fingly alone, the Women 
were much more, may cortlude, had that been 
-his fence forbidden, and fo no | 
ethis Prohibition. 
» 2. But che Context and Scope of the Text opem 
~what the Apoftie intends, he is attreating about Pro- | 
phecying or Teaching doctrinally in the Churd 
gives liberty-to all pitted Men fo to do, provided 


. 
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did it in order, viz’ One by One: But Jcait the Wo. 
men fliduld coficlude who had the Gift of Rrophecy 
or Teaching they might ule chat Giit, and take upon | 
them co Teach or Exercife Authomty over the Men, 
the Apoftlelayes doyvn this Prohibition, they mu 
not be permitted in a Minillerial way, to Vreach or 
Teach in the Church in ordinary Acminiltrasion, but 
be in Obedience or Subje@tion, as faith allo the Law: 
So that it appears ‘tis no other Prohibition on Wo- | 
men than what was under the Law, therefore excends )_ 
not co prohibit chem from) figging, tor they were 
fuffered fo todo then ; Miriam and D dung in 
the Congregation, and ‘tis to their and 
Commendation; {> that from what you fay in the 
laft place. f. viz. that allethis is deliver- 
ed with folemna@w ful Charge, ec. fignites nothing to 
confiite fingings@f a multitude together, thoug! Preach- 
ing, Prophecy, ordncerpreting the Scriptures cogether 
in a is here forbidden. 
Andthat this is cheabfoluredence and meaning of” 
th®.A poftle on this place, we averr coutirmedby all, 
the learned, bend moft faithful Expoficorgand An- | 
we know none diflent, or 
‘Thirdly, Say you, Thus briefly haying declay’'d what 
is,’ did how a Pialm er Spiritual Song, ac- 
ording to the Infticution of eur Lord jeius eught to 
be broughe in the Church, it*fr@M hence plainly, you 
fay, appears, what manner of Singing is “Mo. his QO. 


dinance: 


common Singing of aumixt 
confiftingof Church-Members ; an7 esters gree 
“and ba&Men, Women and Chil’ ren, Profeflors 

“and Prophane together, 


Anfe. You draw this Conclufion for 
there feems no one Afgament againftefich a finging, 


yet, but you add next place, 


| 
| 
¥. 
| 
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/ © _ this Spitigual Difpenfation ; as couching"finging in a 


ing 


4 the Gofpél-times chere is no fuc 


tual Difpenfation,,who hath appointed 


‘ i You fay it was never ip appointed for a ftand. 
rdifancé in the Church of the Fews) whete 
there were Inftruments of Mufick and Singers appoint. 
ed, which ‘are done away in Chritt. | 
wi Reply. As to finging Praifés to God. with Voices:to. 
ether ina mixt Congregation, that was a Duty pete 
ormed by rhe Logds Ifruel before che Law was given 
forth, Exod. 15. 1, 2 and Sherefore though Mufick 
and Singing*men cealed when’ Chrift came, yet! 
did not becaule, as the Brethrea have 
proved, it isspart of Moral and Natural Religion, and 
therefore a {tanding*Ordinance. 
Beeaule ‘twas Pragtifed by Chrift and his Dif 
P a Golpel-Congregation, with Voices *toges 
3. 


3- Becaule “tis €njoyned, on the: Gofpel-Ghurch 
without any New Directionse given. about it, or ap. 
propriating it to che Miniftry only, Or fome-one gitt. 
ed Perlon, who was to fing by.immediate In{pixation, 

Secondly, You fay it is moft evident chat now in 
ion, of our 


his 
is Church. Bet 
Ordinances to be adnfiniftred by none but fuch who 
ape orderly added to Church, and qualified b | ) 


_ Lord 
Neither doth it, you fay, comport wit 


Gifts ofthe Holy*Spirit for it, being folemnly § d 


Sallowed or order 
eile. 
Anfw. Thereds an Inftitution*now in thefe Go- 
{pel times to fing Pfq@lms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 

g. Col. 3. 16. and therefore it comports with 


called to iuch an Holy Exer-@p 


mixt Ogngregation, wherein the controverfie lyes, 
it feems you io fing as well as others, for if you do ¥n 
mot fing mixe Congregregatiin with profeffors f 
and you do not in the Church all..§ ¢! 

Brother, take ‘heed leaft you condema‘the ching y 


which 


| 
| 
| 


which you allow ; do you fing or notin the Church ? 
Ydu intimate pzge 2. ‘tis a falfe Calumny or accufa- 
tion to fay you donot, pray then confider whether 
you do not iuffer others in prayer to fing with you 
inyour fence, nay all that will. Alfo you fay, when 
one fings all may be faid to fing, as in Prayer. 

Obj. But my be you will fay, they do not joyn their vei- 
with yours. 
An{w. Brother, \is not their joyning their Hearts 
in your finging as\you call it more in the fight of 

God, than.a bare jayning the voice; ‘usexpreft Eph. 5. 

inthe Heart as well as with the Voice. Pray con- 

fider this,*and blame us no more for pleading for fing- 
ing in fugh a mixt multitude. 

none but| who are orderly added to 
¢} tle Church, and qualified by the Gitts of the Holy 
- f Spirit allowed to. worfhip God with the Church? 
) @ Then you are a grievous Offendor, for we are fure 
you never worfhip in his Church tn any Go- 
He {pel Ordinance fave breaking of Bread, but all in 
your Affeniblies are\allowed or fuffered te worthip 
with you : Is|not hearing God's Word and 
may Prayer fpiritual Goipel Ordinances? in the laft you 

think you fing too, jand do not. your Congregation, 

Whea you perform [thele Duties, confift of Church 

ers good and bad, Men, atid Women, Chil- 

a dfen, profeffors and prophane together, and are 
hot thefe Ordinances of our Lord Jeius? 
» 3. Why may we fuffer others to pray and praife 
God wich us, and’nge fiffer to fing his .praife 
with us > | 

4. You betray your Gofpel Simplicity, we fear, 
” Objegtion, fince you do not allow of proper 

ging by the Church alone: we:fhould think you 
made a*more honefR jcruple in the cafe if you were 
for the Churches finging alone ; but you are againft 
the Saints finging apart, -as much as their finging 
5. Where 


- 


ores... 


| 
3 
\ 
| 


- 


thd they joyn with us; we will not fluffer the 


Spiritual - Inftruction, and fome we can affure you 


20 


g. Where have we a Rule-to put the Hearers out! 
of our Affemblies when we are met to worthip 
God? or to command them not to joyn their Hearts 
in Prayer with us, or their Voices and Hearts "in 
finging Pialmsy°¢sc ? Sure if it had been unlawful, 
we fhould have had fome Directions in that. mat 
ter. | 

6. We do not joyn with them in prayer, nor fing) 

m 


to bring forth a Pialm or a Deétrine that are not god. 
Jy, no more than to makethem our mouth in prayer, 
7. If they are enjoyned to pray and pratfe God, | 
and fing his praife too, th6 they canhgt do it ac | 
centably without holy habits, and the exercile off 
Faith, then itcan be no fault in us to tuffer and per-4 
mit them fo to do: But the former you cannot deny, f.. 
we cannot be faulty to permit them foto | 


8. Singing of Pfalms is full of Admonition and 


have been wrought upon by their finging, fitch pow- 
er it: hath hadupon their Souls ; and fhall we’ debarr 
them of fuch a precious Ordinance, that God has 
bleffed to the Converfion of fome Sinners Souls. 


In page 7. you fay, This Common way of Sinzing is 
an invention {uited to the humane Conftituiion of 2 Natio- 
mal Church, where Believers and unbelievers, | Light amt 
Darknels, Chrift and Belial are put tozetber, &c. , 
Anfw. It it Invention, pray whe invent. 
ed it, and in whatgAge of the World was 1" 
done @ certainly you muft charge it upon Mofes, be-| 
caufe he was the firft we read of who put a mixtf 
Congregation upon Singing the praifes_of God: you 
forget your felt we fear, our dear Brother, for you} 
cannot deny but that Congregation did fo fing, yea, 
and a mixt Congregation it was difo. a 
_ 2. Th6 in cloie Communion, in breaking of Bread, 
we are co feparate our felyes from Unbelievers, hes 


| 
| 
| 


27 
muft have no fellowfhip with them ; Yet a Gofpel 
Church is not to teparate in time of other Gofpel 
Duties and Ordinances from fuch, nor do yon call 
uponsyours fo to do; pray Brother change your 
thoughts, and dq not fight againft the Truth, for 
you cannor fland before it, ‘tis too {trong to be over- 
come by fancies and hctions of Mens Minds. 
But in pag. 7. you ave bold again to affirm, That 
Singing of compojed Song: hy all the Members of a Church, 
boi. Men and W owen liftirg up their Voices together, is 
not an Ordinance of our Lord Fefus: Your further Rea- 
fons follow. 
Firit, You fay, Becaw{e there is no {ach thing appoint- 
by. bem, or recorded to be in the Holy Scrip- 
| ture of the New Te/fament. 
1 dnfw., The Churches are commanded by the 
BHoly ro fing Scx:pture-plalms, Hymas and Spi- 
rita, Songs without exception: And this is recorded . 
Eph. 5. Col. 3. We argue, that either the whole 
yy @Courch muft fing all together, or elie only fome of 
y. qinem, or one perton only. 
pe Dut fince they are all enjoyned to fing, or the Du- 
as BEY required of the whole Chureh without excepti- 
~ on, and not tyed or limiued to any perion or perions 
In particular, it follows, they are all to Sing, and fo 
ry Sing as the Lords People iung under the Old Te- 
and Chrift and his Diigples, who tung toge- 
had it been limited to the Eider, or fome gitred 
perionjwe may be fure the Holy Ghoft have gi- 
VEn direglions inthe cafe, or hinted at fuch a ching. 
Seconaly, im the fecond place you hint, the whole 
Durch, with every Member, bad Communion together. at- 
x 
0 


, ording 10 the Primitive, Pattern, and wherein they con- 
peed, as exprefly declared to be in the Apofties Do- 
trine and fellewfhip, breaking of Bread asd Prayer, 
its 2.42.. Here you {ay.is Rot the leaft mention of their 
inging sozether, which if it bad been pradtijed in thofe 
timesas itis now by many, would it not bave bin expreffed ? 
Reply. Brother, you conieis Singing is an Ordi- 
| nance 


if 


Apo {tle 


it; théy aré not forbidden to fing be- 


Song 
totbem, ‘may not be in a@ joyful frame, 

fang all togesber with phe Spirit, cad 4s is 
rCor.14,%s. 
‘totally without a voice, or 


25 
was practifed in the 
comes it to pals t rgument of yours } 

ot | fin 


than of the whole 
Churches ? this 1S an any fo againgt 


yours, as much as againft that we conterid for 


Brie Dear Brother, you forget that Si goals | 
was part of the A poltles Boétrine, 
taught ‘the Chnrches fo to fing; we. If 
taught: the whole to fing, then 
was part @ their Doctrine in 

ued: But Apofties taught the whole’ 
Church to fing, Erge,-that was part of 
in which that Ghancs continued. 

Thirdly, Tou obje againft the whole Church to fy, | 
becauje: Women are plainly forbidden to [peak in the Chur 
chat is, you, 10 uster Doctrine, or Pfalm, Bcc. 

Anfw, We have thewed your miftake in this; a ) 


Woman.js only prohibited om teaching or ‘preach- | 
ing in the Church, fhe muft ‘not exercile authority 
aver the Man, For toteach Authoritatively hath that 


the Law they were (as we faid before) 
permitted To todo, and they are not deny 
ty in the Gofpel Church which they “might 


fuch finging, Becaule 
the fay, is nor capable | 
exercifed ae common way of Singing, for ape have, jou | 
mot @ titheable Voice, or natural Faculty of | 
may hot underftand immediately that 


Anfas:We do not 


got ‘have it it to 


| 
| 
th 


Prayer yet fuch whocan‘t pray fo elequently, or a 
_ |. cutely @xprefs themfelves, ought to pray neverthelefs 
- f as well as they can, and fo in Singing they may do it 
| aswellastheycan, 
2. They are all to joyn in Prayer in their Hearts 
with the Minifter ; but may be fome may not {0 clear- - 
Sand immediately underftand fome of the expreffions 
) their Minifters ufe, and fo with the Spirit and Un- 
deritanding can‘t joyn in Prayer in their Hearts, and fo 
with you in your way of finging. 
3. Such seleisdinoce, thay torbear either joyning in 
fuch, Exp#®ifions either with you, or us; and fuch 
who are not im agoyful frame may forbear too; we 
do not Bélieve eVéry one muft fing always with the 
‘Church, Or fin: But chOthey may not beina 
joyful frame, God neverthelefs his praifes,. 
» | and he is ina very bad frame indeed that is out of a 
frame to laud and praife the Name of God : the Apo- 
itle"bids us rejoyce evermore, and thd forrowful, yet 
always rejoyting in the Lord. 


ing is to be prattifed as tha it 


a 
- 

Fi ly Tou fay Singi 

for seaching and? admonifhing one another therefore, 
fome to be taught : 
it 


‘Col. 3. 16, fome are to teach, 
and all Admonifbers at one time, bus 
| By the way, this fhews Singing not part 
be of Prayer, or praifing of God in Prayer; furé you 
i \ 90 Not ule Prayer to teach or admonifh one another. 
4,9" The. Pfalm hath the teaching and admonifhing in. 
wg | and all in: finging Pfalms-may be faid to teach, 
and ve all by the Pialm are taught and admonithed. 
js | And fince God hath commanded us to teach and ad-' 
monifh one another; viz. In Pfalms, Hywins and Spirie 
is tual Songs, finging qd making melody in our Hearts to 
of 
or 
in 


; how dare you contradi@ it,or oppose our fo 

doing? "Tis ‘a different way of teaching one ery, 
in | Cham in the way of a Minifters preaching, and, yet'f is. 
"tis a teachitig and admonithing 


a 


~ = 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ther in finging of Pfalms ; and how all may be faid 


Keaches Book, page 113, 114, 115,116,117, 118, 120. 
Did not Moles andthe whole Congregation of ifrael 
fing together, Exod. 15.1? and were they not all ne- 
verthelefs by that Song admonifhed, qc. and was 
that confufion ? 

©You fay, if a Preacher fhould teach the people, 
* by uttering or {peaking out a fentence of his Sermon, 
* andall his hearers thould fay it or fing it after him,and 
* fo proceed, would this, fay you, be repured an order- 
‘ly way for the inftruétion and edification of the peo- 
“ple > So that this Scripture whichis fo frequently 
“alledged to countenance common Singing, isa plain 
“and evidence witnels, fay you, againft 

1 Reply. How many fentences of a Sermon may be 
contained in one or more of David‘s Plalms, which 
Pialm may be, and oft times is {ung after the Ser- 
mon is ended, and yet the People may be {weerly, and 
in an orderly way inftruéted and edited thereby ? for 
did aot Gods people of old thus fing in the words of 
David, 2 Chron. 29. 39? Dare you fay that way 
which God hath taught and commanded his people 
to teach and adenonith one another, may not be se- 
puted an orderly way for inftruction andedification of 
them ? evident it is he hath commanded them to teach 


in fo doing to teach, and yet be taught, fee Mr. | 


and admonhifh one another in Pfalms in finging,Col.3.1 6. 
2. Wechus reafon, Either the Apoltle gives direéti- 
ons'in thofe Scriptures, Eph. 5. 19. Col. 3, 16. to Mi- 
nifters to preach from, or out of Pfalms, Hymns, 
@¢. orto them to pray and praife God i prayer, 
or elle he enjoyns them to be fouyd in fome other 
Ordinance or Duty, diftinét or quite diferent from 
either of the Other, namely, to fing Pfalms, Hymas, 
Ce. 
1. Now he can't intend Preaching, or Direétions 
to Minilters, becaufe he doth not fay, Admonifh one 


another from or out of Pialms, but in Pialmis Nor 
is there any thadow of reafon why the Apoftle fhould 
give 


- 


| 

| 

| 

| 
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give particular Directions to Minifters to Preach out 
of the Pfalms. | 

2, Becaufe in the fame. breath, as we may fay, he 
exhorts them to fing; fo that accorcing to al! wile 
and worthy Expofitors, he means noother Teaching. 
than that which is in finging of Plalms, qc. 

Becaule he doth .not direct his woids to Mini- 
fters, but to the whole Church, even to all that are 
to be filled with the Spirit, and to have the Word of 
Chrift to dwell richly in them, which is every Man 
and Womans: Duty; all that were o; are filled with 
the Fruits of Righteoutnets, og who have true Grace 
in their Hearts, or have caule to rcjoyce in God, are 
requived to fing I’lalms. 

‘ad, Ie cannot intend Prayer, or Praifing of God in 
Prayer, becaufe thereby we only {peak to God, and 
not to Teach and Admionifh one anotlier. If we are 
no where in Holy Scripture faid in Prayer,or Praifing 
of God in* Prayer, to Teach and Admonifh oné ano- 
ther, then fuch an Expofition is to be exploded as er- 
roneous; but in Prayer, @e. we are no where faid 
to Teach or Admonith one another: | 

Therefore it muft intend fome other Duty or Ordi- 
nance that ts diftinétor different to both the former, 
Viz. That of Teaching and Admonithing one another 
in Pialms, by finging of them together. 

So that in oppofition to what you fay, thefe places 
fo frequently alledgéd do not only countenance that 
which you call common finging, but pofitively en- 
joyns it on the Churches, 

Sixthly, ‘This common way of Sincing, you fay, 


cannot be allowed in the Church, becaule the Meme 


“bers cannot by lifting up their Voices fing together, 
“Buc it muft be by tome comPoled fet ftinted torm of 
“fome ones making, which rhéy muft have read to 
‘them, or they rmulft read it themfelves line after 
‘line, and fo to fing ( fay you) doth not appear to 

“be the Mind and Will of our Lord Jets. 
t Reply. Are noe the Pialms ot David, and other 
Scrip. 


| | 
| 
| 

| 

| 

y 

| 

1. 

mn | 

1S, 

ns | 

ne 

or 

id 

ye 


jor... 
Scripture Songs fee and ftinted Forms? and becaufe 
they are fo, muft they not be allowed inthe Church * 
God, it appears, doth enjoyn them, and therefore. al- 
Jows them tho’ you will not. 1. 

2, But why muft they be compofed Forms of {ome 
ones making > hath not the Holy Ghoft left us in the 
Holy Scripture, Pfa!ms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs ? 
we plead for no other Pialms but fuch that are of the 
Spirits compofing, or compofed by the Spirit. 

3. We fee where your fore is, you are for Singing 
by Infpiritation, viz, Pfalms given immediately by 
fome ipecia] Gift, and hence are againft the whole 
Churches Singing; becatife if you fhould have fuch a 
{pecial Pialm to bring forth, others you forefee can- 
not fing. with you; ca the fame Pialm you rimft 
read or pronounce to them,and {fo itiwould be a ftinted 
Form toothers as well as Seripture-pfalnts are fo.Bro- 
ther, how could all the Congregation of I/rael Sing 
with Mofes, if he did not, or fome others, read or pro- 
nounce each line to them? | | 


4 But why do you fay fo to fing doth noe appear to 


be the Mind and Will of God 2? you proceed, and fay, 


‘x. *Becaufe he never appointed or commanded that | 
“one'perfom fhould write or indite a Prayer or Song 


¢ for another; nor did he promile a Blefling to them 
in their fo doing in his New Teftament. 
Reply. God hath appointed and commanded bis peo- 


_ pleto fing Plalms, Hymns or Spiritual Songs, which 


are leit on record in the Scripture as to the matterof 
them ; and he fias as much appointed one perfon to 
fet them in order to be fung, as he hath appoinr- 
ed or comimanded any perfon to indite a Sermon to: 
preach it, 
_2. In vain is all about writing or indi- 
ting prayers for another ; for God himfelf hath made, 


' appointed ahd given usa book of Pfalms, but no fuch 


Common-prayer-book: Had the Holy Ghoft compi- 


“Ted a Form of Prayers, as he hath a Form of Vialms, 


and commanded us foto pray, as he hath enjoyned rs 


| 

| 
| 

| 

f 
| | 

| 

m 

q 

th 

ly 

Ww 


C354. 


Pfalms of Divine ity, fay you qwhat. you 
pleate, if be of Divine Aathority. pit 


“On fay fac nging doth not ap- 
pear to be Will of God, the Lord shath 
‘expreflyidediared, chat rhis’ Religious ougiit 
‘co'proceed from the Ward dwelling Fichly in them, 
And being filled with the Spirit, Eph. 5.18. 
‘Now, fayyou, if they. may or oughtto fing by a ler, 
3  ftihted; compo fed form thatis before them, it is then 
reading or jhearing of a Plalm or a-Song read ro 
‘chemandehen they are (ufficiently furnifhed for this 
“folemn} werk, théithey are never. fo, empty of the 
Word of T riith, or deflicute of che Spiric, orandeed 
ignorant, Witch is in @pwafight terms to<on- 
tradiét the Command of the Sovereign 
“Lord, oh 


ligious fingiag: But Brother, Who of us pleadfor fuch 


| we in'Order"€o a Singing, fay there needs 
t mor 
viz.ethe be us? we fay all thag, Te 


| Ought to fing@mith and with Grace ig 
earts: So that here y 


a which you mention. (Boy 


of ) hint the Word of dovelling 

|lyinus, ichyrau mighs have added in wilt’ 

thofe who fing Spiritadally,. tis abfolute! 

| But pray er, “tls the: Word 
upon recofd, “tis not" rlew | 


we 
immediately nor doth figging ré 
te, \Quire mere 
| of Chrift, 


Prayer, Meditation, 


when how-to pray,. an what co. preach, 


Reply. you do acknowledge there'i isa ree 


the” knowledee of the matter to be fing, 


of that*Soul Gelling Word 


Lord of Chrift ought to dwell in us richly in @ 
as Dr. riz ht shews, that Yo. we may know 


fo to fing, we have pr of 4 


carna}emnpty fort, of ‘Singing as‘you fpeak™ Do» 


Peat the Aur, for we dete 


whew 


a. 
-- 


— | W 
i 
@ 
| 


bers, when and 


when 
and howto theditate, and whetand how 


Davids Pialms, or other Scriptureslymns and 
Spiritual Songs, Many excellent Duritsyas he fliews 
may be ipojled*inghe obfervation of them; there 


may praying which is fin, re nd not confi- 

der, a favour of death, 

Supper to iving all to the peer, and pro- 

fit nothing, and a finging o Gods praifes, and {oon for- 

get his works, or without Grace in the Heart, Oribe 

nosant of the $oul- enriching Word, deftiturd of 
€ 


ng Of the Lords 


Spirit : Therefore as. Singing, fo all Other Duties . 


ought to be performiéd’in the Spirit, and with Under- 
Grace in the Heart to.the Lord: and to 
a right fingi 


ord of 


ng fort 


ace, 


ie for the lala our felyes: So that 
ts to the 
of a to oad, Heats Be elevar 
ray ; if ib Pil m Hyman, be 

; if Fudgment, fear ; if D 


the matter o 

‘ing of that “Plalm with Gr 

vine Influences. Singi 

reverent 
four, a 


dwe that fo we ma mow to fing-to 


Monfolasionas iipother Duties. . Some have lately. cole, 


‘that che Word of Chrift’ ig to be in 
che in all all 


(a we faid afofe ) to bri 
ts | finging: of 


it’ 


of Scripture-plalms, e's. “tig needful , 
dw us sieply-in all wifdom, 
of a asto. 


matter ; 


to"obey ; if Promifer, to believe ; 


| 


| 
» iaith he, is to be | 
| 
¢ 


ought fo Fichly in in us, as tO if- . 
fpire usa brifigetorth a Pfalm both Matter, Man- 
ner, and Tufé-in an extraogdinary forte 

r. Becaufle we are exhofted let: ut dwell in ‘uf 
fichly, ‘tis prefs‘d upon the Saints“in general as their 
Dyity, fo to be filled with it; fpecial Gifts"Wereon- 
ly given to fome, and not taught as a Duty tobeat- 4 

tained by afl, but as a promife, given to fome in par; 
ticular, as the Spirit diftributed to every man that : | 


had them as he pleafed. 
2. Nor can it be proved the tnatter of the Pfalm 
fpoken of in 1 Gor. +4. was immediately given when 
ey wet meéftogether. But they had a Doctrine, 
had a when firft they came ether, 
i Cor, 14.26. "How is it when y sore. 
ther, everyone hath 4 Pialm, hath ines Sc. 
4 they were no wait Aox..them, but had them | 
ready ; fothat Be Chorch Was not at ancértainty a- 
* | Bout them, which might be a Pialnt of 
» feading of no other fo called ;andythey, m me bring 
it forth in: fome extraofdinary magimer, and may be 


‘in an unknown Tongue, which were not per- ~ 
mitted to do, unleis ¢ was ‘an ‘Interpgeter, that 


fo others might him ha 
Word, When pr with apd 
th not 


with the 
he wes t that chen 
im ; ould whet he . 


might pray 
Sinz wish t 
alle in the Churelt. 
m: fince we 


nét only when 
that: others might fing 

of any one Maps finging alone in dny Church 
Affembly ,we do affir a practice wou de 
Humishe Lnngyasion, bea 


is the can 


naturally d 
Gloriows 


| 
jac 
ou 
= 


“we would “know if “the 


‘ing we have one 


of Worfhip? 


left in, Gods 
and We ‘enjoyned. (3 to 


Bo ation, and fo fung by a f 


Gilled the {weet*Singers of 
 _ Pfalms brough the Churches of-Chrift, and do 


Of (hecfal pitt, and 


But S 
ih, the Golpe yf 
Hd that would 


u fed in why may it HOE be’ 
in Prayer, which comparifon a lower fort 


i? Reply. We fay a ftinted fori of Pfalms, Hymns, 
and Spiritual Songs are left in Gods Word as com- 
pofed by the Spirit, which the Churches are requi- f 
‘red and exhorted to fing ; of which Dr. Wright tells 
you in his Treatife, there are about.twelve in finging { 
ftill, ifthat will do, in the New Teftament, pag. 14.4 
befides a multitude in the Old Teftament, as proper 
to be fung as they, em are in thé? Original in Me- 
tre too Had there been fuch Forms of pray- 
of as compofed by the Spirit,B 

y, whats objection ‘could 
thetawe Know not? 
n by yo 

Gift, or you} 
havé none at_all: we know none ‘of your 

Mind, and of tHeMind of party, except thofe 


beer againft, the u 
2. You would have’a 


But we yor there were ever any 


but one exantple of fich a 
of a Palm, the matter, man- 

by oné one, for we have 
proves no duch thi 
fhould be fitch 
ven now, or you hint there were | 


Phewed that cor? 


the Apottolica Church, ‘Whether fich Pfalmswould 


of efual Authority to Canonical Scripture ? al- 
how. comes I 


ord, 


hha’ ‘bring’ 


it to “pafs we"have them net left in 


en 


| 
| % | 
je 


} dinary Gift, than not to fing, Pialms wichout the 
faid extraordiaary’and fpecial Gift, but muft throw 
Off. allbOrditrances till thofé-Gifts return: if what 
you'lay betre, .. 

4. Why dowou fay Prayer is a lower fort of wor- 
fhip than Sigging, we utterly deny ic: What Duty. 
is more fublime%or facred than right Spiritua! pray- 
,. er? Eut tho’ prayer be fo great a Duty, and we 
't.& have no ftinted Forms left for ‘it, yet in finging, 
tdft which is alfo a°great Gofpel Duty, we have a ‘tint- 
> ed Forthmencioned. A pfalm can‘t be a ptalm, as 
ets we cold you once already, without a fet and ftinted 
mf Form ; allalioamay pray together without a {tinted 
Form, bur alljeannot fing together without they 
fej! know the fet Pfalm, Hymn and Spiricual Song: So 


i that.from the Nature of Singing, or how it differs. 


ch frofptayer, We argue, there is.a neceffity of the one 
do} and not of thegther. Could the Difciples have fang 
that Hymn with Chrift tinlefs the matter fung were 
in. tpoken out, or pron@uaced to them? Thégéfore cho’. 
yn, fy We condemn as welfjasyou the compofing, ufing and 
ver fimpofing fet Fortgs of Prayers yet fhew and-prove 
fo thac fet,Forms of Singing Davids Palms, and other 
Scripture compoted by the Holy Spirit, are of 


Diyine Inftitution ; and hereby we do not contradict, 


y Teftimony. agamft, the former* fort of Will-wof- 
al-fp mips: page 8. of your Epiftle. And from hence in®p- 
nes pofition to what you, there fay, we.afhrm, thisAr- 
fit againit thar’ the commbn way of 
rth do we giveup the Caéifegin the leaft, 
for which we have agafift aFormof 
fhumane Antichriftian ondopifh prayers, Nor is ous 
again{t you, that liberty whieh you. may, 
madmany pious Minifters do take in Ofing.a fet 

wend {tinted form of ays without force of argu- 
wit 


gument of yours carries pO weight nor demenftrationin — 


ment: . 


forth their Doétrines,*éc. alfo, the fame mira~ 
culous and extraordinary “Spirit, and we maft no - 
more*atten#pt to préach Without fuch an extraor-~ 


= | 

| 
. 
| 


ment; for.we affifm, and will,'God affifting, maintain 


+ thers co objeét again 


jt, there is to every oy as much ground: for o- 4 
{ft fetting care:@bitudy ) as 
e Spiric fhall enable us, a fet-Form of a Sermon to. 
be preached, as there is for youl to condemn the | 
compoiing or fetting inerder by rhe help of the Spe 
rit a Scripture-pfalm, Hymn, or Spirityal Song-to he 
fung : T6 tay Preachers do not confipechemielves to 
that fet. Form they have ftadied, we faye is not crue 
of eae of them, tho’ may Be you do not fo confine 
your felf ; and will afhrm they that do io, do 
hot preach Spiritually, bute by a humane ftinted form; 
we muft affure you fhould you fpeak; it wall be. 
get another controverfie as hot as this: amd what { 
will the effects of your Ellay,be; think*you, in the} , 


end, fhould you proceed? is Sermon Hu- | 


= "Th ftate Cafe dep 


.mane if every word be pre that he after+|.. 
wards delivers? And may nota Mirifter preach over 

. again the fame Sermon, verbatim, to another Cangre- 

gation and be juitified: See that placewds 


Gods Ordinance 

nted Form or method of preatiting is laid 
the Gofpel. Therefore*let us not ¢ondemn one ano*| 
ther, but leave €@th man to his liberty, fa*be he 


| and the like alfo in fingia peo ided fing: | 


ding, “is this, wiz. | 
no particular fet] | 


not wholly omitted from .iuch grotmdlets pre-| 
t 


ttnces,or a ce brought’ in thé room of it that) 
“never was in Gods Church. “None found in they 
Faith pretend to preach immediate Infpiration, 
or by an but by the ordinary) 
‘Gifts by *ftudying: tite te written ‘word, and] 
the Spirit may help usseo ftudy, and 
_ every word we intend wp fpeak, ‘and yet our preach- 
ing may be Spiritual, and as. if we 
ftudied but fpeak'only what comes into ou 
Minds whem we deliver it ; nay, and how unprofire}. 
ble and confiufed ‘generally fuch Mens. 


. 


ae 
i 
4 | 
4 


| 


all Men-know, who*preach extemporally: fo Sing-’ 
ing is Gods Ordinance, but none who are foundin’ 
the Faith pretend_to fingyPfalms by immediate Infpi- 
ration ; nor is there.amy More ground to wait for a 

Afpetiabgift co fing to preach ; and how confuled 
tuch extemporary Singing might be, all mayeforelee : 
"Tis eafietompretend to a Gift, andio deceive thepeo- 

‘ple as/ome do, .who pretend they, preach by immedi- 
“até Inipiration. Andeunleis, the perion can work 
Miracles.to prove he fings by an immediate Spirit, 
‘or a, {peeial’ Gift, would believe him ? nay, 
and there is more ground fora fet, {tinted Form of 
finging, than of -preaching, ule the Seripture- 
Mig Hymns and Spiritual Songs are left in Gods 


at | Word’ asfer, and ftiated pre-compofed Forms, and 


“from hyntheo. Thefe Scriptures being the 
ant 


cannot be without Forms; ‘tis a {mall variation 


| to put the Scripture-Pfalm, into Englifh Metre, 


Without which they could not be melodioufly {ung ae- 
cording to the PreceptjWand the proper Naturé of ~ 
Singing : it. feenigto usthac you would have iuch a 
fort of finging aSthe Quakers haveof preaching. Sup- 
pofe a Controverfie fhould arife amongft Gods pete 


ple from what you-fay againft fingingy and fomefhould — 


fay there is no ground fora fety and {tinted Form of 


eschiing, but fay preaching muft be performed from 


fpécial immediate or extraordinary Gift, asyin the 
Apoftles ‘time, and fo from thence yill preach no- 
moreyithey doubrleis would hayg as much ground fo 
to do as You have to caft off or oppofe alliinging.of 
Pfalms, from the fame foot of an accowunt;,and pre- 
tend to wait for the return of thofe Gifts that were in 
the Gofpel Church. 

Fourthly, ‘You fay you fhall fpeak fomewhat to , 


“thofe Scriptures in the New Teftament, which ave , 
* alledged: for this common finging ; the firft is that in 


Matth. 26. 30. Mark 14.26, where it i®faidjthey fang 
‘an Hyon is, Chritt and his Difciples after they 
‘had’ hroke Bread, in Greek, they having hymned; 


ad 


4 | | 

e 

| 

4 

} 

4 | 

if 

y 

e 


> om 


by the! appreheffon 

you rel 

ang tothem: 


‘ting te 

for imgitig a 

is: nov othewife uth 

> Auch ity. both of Prtcepr 
Will examine youg,. 

* fwerg cothefe Texts, 

Te is 20 be 

do 

not Supper, the Bords Supper vbeing + 

gered the whole 

ith'the Bread thd. 


hich ‘being finifbed, tonc 


rer the Losds Alio 


of the Pafjeover mah. 


it. q 
tb the: Pafjeover it was done diedy with it,p:92 
hy did yow ndvagcite thofe Learned Expo? 


Fews were wont to do {uch 
det espera 


fost ighention 2:fer. thé we know and granrtome 
do affirm, That their 
by) finging a Pfalm, ‘yet Chey cannot. 
nd his Dil did 


Herefirft of all ‘you feem ,to the 
“and the Sacred Ordinance @fgthe Lords Si 
Iptimating, thePaffeover was 


café: fome, weak Chriftiaf&S to queftion 
tether ‘there be fuch entire Gafpel Ordinartte as. 


ois, that feverdl | 
this ymn widsbelong to the 


| 
| | 


noe before, to ot Legs of 
as rome 


“gy But do: not you your fel ‘tis pofitively. 
chat (Chrift rook the Bread, a thanks, and 


it to bis and (aid 
They 


the Cup,” and gave thanks, sis 
an Hymn," the this was the. 


thigis my Blood of the 
Mott of Olives, 26. 2% 29, 30. 


firft Mnfwer is per, 
for this’ ymn 


. the matter ; 
palleover, then heres fio “mention magetof Chrifts 
praifing, God any. tar all -affer, the celebration 
ofthe Oftinang: ofthe Supper. . 
| "Secondly, Bur {uppole, ‘di "te the 
Supper, yet that hey 
tatber that there was ag or harmony in. ‘their 
Hearts, that it was as much therabtiqn: of them 
they bad fpoken togethe®® Sia we read’ it is 
that they lifeed up with 
that there was {uch Ae 


| Voice't = 
cart, in Wat prayer, as 


‘Brother; you they hymn. 
ed, from théGreek word byninee: praypwhere do’ you 
read where tis faid any prayed, or praifed God only i in 
pra hymned 2? Or y, Where do. you 
lifted up their Voice, and hymned, 
Rite’ but@nly one fung, and the. other 
or harmonied 
Brethren and: others: fiew you 


| 

i 


18 fung, when but only one perfon indeed does 
* fing, no more thansmany may be faid to preach to- 


gether, or. joyritig in their Hearts 
with what one Man preaches, there 1s fuchta ‘natu- 


Tal finging, preaching; and pray- 


Why Go you not anfwer what Renowned Mr. 
son, Dr. Robétts,-Mr. "Sidenbam, Mr. Caryl, MrJVells, 
Mr. Feffe, Mr.. Mr. Dr. Wright, Mr, 
thissmuiltake no proper 
mental, ‘is only an 
_ the Voice, and fotinderftood Mankind ;,and 
a lye, to fay all fung, if One only tung, but fo } 
ge Bo ay all prayed, when only one was the 
mleis you had anfwered what thofe wop- | 
have faid,-in vain you fay upon this 


#€<§$&CCqQ 


| _ ot ighorant we fuppole that fome doaffirm, and that 
noe great{probabilicyysthat they lifted up their. 
»| Voices, 


ging part of the fecond Pjalm ; all know, 
‘there is a faying or \{p@aking in fingt And when 


«they had prayed, the: yerfe 31. So 
might as as firftdift up their 
ces together in hoging the {econd Pfalm; 

‘+ 2. Others conclude they all in spireehiogs mari- 
. ner lifted up@heig Voices together in prayer, all fay- 
ang ‘the fame words ; others, that they ail {aid Amen 

mtheclofee 

have thewed all may be faid to pray toze- 
ther whem but one isthe mouth, by jgyning in thofe 
their Hearts: But fo it is Mot in finging, 
tan aét of the Voice, none can 
corfing*unleis cheir Voices are heard’; f@that 
this»Text helps you not: How often do a multitude 
hear ong Pegfon fing fomeaffecting Song, with which 


are railed i int ‘and feem ta eat'€very 
word: 


-account and astouchingthat Text, ds 4. 24.you are 


| 


\ 
“ 


“word : this is foycan they be‘all faid te fing 


and How Tidiculous that is,we will leave all to judge. 
Thirdly, Neither doph it ( {ay®you ) appear thas shey 


thac Song muft fay ic, if what you fpeak is true, 


all (ung, every one Voices together, becaufe is 


is faid, vert. 26. thihe blefjed the Bread, which was the 
Jolemn Speech of one ; its jaid, They fung, (°c.which fhould 
imply as if they did (peak together in bue, 
(ay you, it doth not appear by that expreffion, becaule ger 
Felws, it is moft likelp, in bis Infti:ution of 

nance, might or did give thanks and ble(s, ge the fin- 
gular number, as (peaking only by bimfelf, be being appointed 
And anointed in pecutiar manner bis people, and 


he u{ually did before others on feweral occafions, 
je John. 41. Joh. 17. Bur, [ay you, at the 


that Ordinance bis Difciplés being refrefh'd witb that Hez- 


fervice thd Apofties who weseto admipifter ic after 


verly Banquet, their Praifes and thankg to God for bis» 


great love then manifefted to them, might be txprefedin’ 


with united Hearts joyned in praifing’of Gad, ab if it Bad 
(poken by every one of them; to the fore-cited 
Scripture, Acts 4. 24, & 
% Reply. You fay it doth not appear that they 
everyone with their Voices together, thew 
us theré is any .true or propeg@ifinging wichout the 


Voice, and we will give you the"Caule, we fay there | 


is nofie, 
2. For you to intimate that .the,Difciples’ did not’: 
joyn jin their Hearts wich our Lord Jetus, when he 
e thanks, omblefled tht Bread and the Cup; may 
feed our people to,err in Judgment, and be dange- 
_ Tous in making weak’Chriffans ( fince it comes out 6f 
a Paftors month) to think, that in the Bleffing of, 
_thofe Elements, there is fomething more” contain-\ 
than all good Proteftants affirm,becaufe the Difciples” 
were not admitted to joyn with their Mafter in that 


hemfelves. 


hiy Ordinance which be had inflituted ; for we fund” * | 


the plural number, as that it mightibe manifest chat they di) 


| 


| 
| 
i , . 


dt alfo'Would follow, fitch that. action of our. 
Lord Jeffisris to be Our Rule, whether @fordinary. 
Minifter may be allowed to give thanks over the © 


| « Bready-and fo aver th® Cup, or.aot > or if he may, yet 


that the Members of the Chufeliumay’ well conclude 
they are not, ought not-to be allowedto joyn with 


him; for otherwale thaevis.no perfect pattern for us. 


tocelebsate she Lords Supper. Nor do thofe Scrip- 
tunes you Cite ftand you in any ftead : Doth follow 
becaife,a Mintfter fometimes.prays alone, that chéres 
fore when he is engaged im prayer in a’ publick Or- 
dinance with the Ghurch, he muft pray in the fingu-, 
lar pumber? ‘tis not faid he took Bread, and*faid, 


+ ‘thank cheey or Father Lpray thee blefs this Bread, 


{ 


f fs hymnus, habeat hac triz, Laudem, Dei, cantico. 


all know when there are forty at Supper, and one 
and they all joyn with him, yet ‘tis faid 


atreafgn do you give* why. the Difcipiles 
thou d 


bealllowed to joyn with their Mafter"ac the 
Gonelufion, and, not, atthe firft giving of-thahke@? not 
one; you beg the cafe inftead of arguing ;\but we de- 


ft your {uppofitjon, and {ee you are hard pur to't 


_ to evade the Truth of God, anddugge that which is 
moft ualikely and dangerousto affirm. 
_ s.-You would Have the to be’no more thana 


pgaifing of yet “tis faid they {ung an 


Hymn: bard cafe! Who fhall the unlearned believe, | 


Mr. Steed, or our Learned Tranflators, and a 
body of Learned and pious Men, who well undetftood 


the Greék Tongue? Auftin on Pfalm 52, we find {peak- 


(viz.) Hymni {unt baudes Deigcum ‘cantico, & 


laus non ft dei, non eft mnuw fi fit lausy & q 


Dei laus, non cantecur, non'eft Aymnus ; oportet erzout, 


atis, Hymogs are'the praifes of God with a Song ; 
mit be praile, and not the praife of God, it is not aff . 
ymn ; if it be. the praife of God, and not*with a 


hree in, it, viz. praife, elie praifing of God, ahd ghas 4 
wil 


Song; neither is it Hymn, which muft chefe |. 


} te 
j 

| 
| 
| 
— 
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4 


with @ Song, or in finging. The wery fame faith 
Learned Dr., Duveil, on Ads faith 
“he, are Songs which contaia the prate of God ; if 
“it be praife‘agd not of God, Hymn; ifie 
‘be pratie,,and%ot God, if it be not fungy ait is riot 
“a Hymn. Am@ Mr. Henry: Feffe in hisGreek Lexicom 
faith, the Greek word to fing, to” celebrate, 
vdtw, the op Song, Ad 
16. 256 Mate26é 30. AgAymn, fairl he, Song 
“whereby of God are {ung ; af cherefote 
ey hymnedall, they iunga!'l, unleis there isapro- 
per finging without che voice. 


ete BOUrthly, But fuppofe they did then fing {peaking toge- 


ther, “which gemt bereits, (ay you, ro evidence for, as was 
“before mentionedds yet me,de nor find ary ground that 
example morte the Churches, for it ap- 
pears that there were {ome in that first inftitte 
pion as in celebration of ‘the Paffeover, 


that are not obliging as the entring upon inaf- 


ler Suppers 


wafhing the Difcipies feet ( as mojt pro~ 
bable ) aften it 


h..13.24, Someigherdot® this kind of » 


appear to Vea Dit yor performedas a 


| ble 


know nothing. 


_ Reply. Brother, ,who denies but thefte was fome 
cireumitances in the fiekt Inftigution are not o- | 


bliging yet can® you, or wife man*think that 


part of Religiowsy Worfhgp’ to be a. Circunaftance? 


for. you dar@ipor but praifing of Ged in finging 
or without part of Religious Wor- 
fhip, therefore, 


ne <i flantial matter, as that after 


| Supper, and night, 


Itqmay appéar’to that the 
of Ordinance, vi 


er creat part 
That of givfhg.ef hankspor., 
we of the and Wine, is no Rule-fOr ai; 
pot Gbliging us according to your 

intimate our Lord Jelus performed it fue 
fering his Difciples to joyn in. their its swith 

him ; if this is aot to curtail the Sacred inance,we 


a? 


— 


| 


Chrift his Difeiples) did,, to praife 

the clofe of, ther Ordinance, no more than we | 

‘ 

‘ 


Rave to fing Hymif: Sure “Sur -people are willing? 
Be thifled, if thiey fee_ not ftvainge miftakes, 
to fay a9 worle, from the efteefh we fave of your per- 
fon, and tation; we defire all thar doubr. of -finging 
Pan Hymn, well to Aniwers, and 
the arguinene there one of 
; butwe will examine’ yéur, Reafons why 

“yon conclude, if they did then fing Hymn, toge- 
je yet that is not obliging to the Churches. 
* Becanle, fay you, we do got find it ret 

*in the relation of the Celeb of this Ordinance 
the Churches, afte bord Je- 
us, when they were 

Reply. We find form or manner 
| of theeélebration of chiral Church 
© been a relation@fiene Ch manner of 
| clebration *of the ‘Lards Supper,. at 


— 


ia, and yet an of all the 
firft Reafon teem to” have fome 
weight nce we havé- ae fach 


Becatil®, fay. you, Apotle Paul gives 
acouttt of the perfofmance.of that Ordinance, as 
* he “received it from th€WLord he makes no 
tion’ of their fingin ending of 
£ ft, tho’ he lare mafiner of 
‘of its celebration ; w ly would have 
_ had it a cone Ordinance continual. ; 
*Iy'to be pra as fome do affirin it ought to be; 
hedoth not make mentign of returning 
Seen of it, Nor was the need i thould be |: 
becanfe it neceffary and naturally fol. 
After kindnefs and Grace received, wé 
‘ thotild a thankful acknowledgment, we being 


opmmanded in évery thing to give*thanks : “There: 


fore tho have, no Precept or | 
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* for it, yet we give thanks atethe end*of owe = 
well as eraye a beginning Of +. 

“them, as that which nattirally follows our. being re- 
by the bounty and God: Bur tor 
together; fay you, it being amore than 
‘nary circumftanee, that hach feveral thing’ appertain- 
‘ing co it; had-it been intended as a Dury, at juch + 
‘a feafon, asythere was reaion it thould be fo, 
‘no queftion. Dut it would have been mentioned: And * 4 
‘without Controyverfie,’ the folemn giving of thankg 
‘after the.Supper, is the fubftance of what was ine 
‘tended by the Hymn ; neither doth the Greek 
‘seltrain it,to finging, but to a general giving of 
1 Reply What you: fay here, muft not be admitted 
by any means; nor dothethere feenfany congruity, of 
Gofpel. fimplieuty in your for atthe, clofe 
you cleagiy grant doth intend a general 
rulesfor giving of thanks, yet at the beginning deem 
utterly to that the Hymn is apy-ways binding 
On us, ora rule for us: And that firft, becaufe © 
doth, net mention #€. Cor, 11,23. where he gives 
| an agcount of the Inftieution of the Supper. | 
1 We fay the Initicution is the pertegt pattern and 
Ruletonus tO to)low, which Churchtand®all o- 
thersthe Apoftle we}! knew had the perfe@ Xnow- 
ledge of : And remarkable, tis, the Apoftle leaves . 
outanother partei the Solemnity, he not 
tion that @ur. SaViour*whee he took the Cup gave 
thanks, aswell: as he.doth not mention theHynin : 
Therefore -iypthe celebgation, of that we 
Minifters go to the Inftitution, 
Fela Bread, ang bleffed it, be’ - 
, and gave thanks: Sachat it you adminifter ~ 
accor Bo.that fh 1 Cor. 11. and not exactly. 
¢ }cording tniticution; you mutt leave our giving 
, tthanks whem you take the. Cup, which if you did,” 
who .would Bread with-you, Becaulé not done 


93. Méreover; you ‘know in’ the adminiftration 
Baptiim you as Well as we’go to the words of the In-, 


ftirution, and g6t to che relation of the words men- 
tioned atter.the Afcenfion of Chrift, when perfons 
were baptized.wlatie 44s we read of feveral bap- 
tized, and fot one word exprefled; of the Name of the 
© Batber, of the Son, and of tie ioly Ghoff, yet were all 
fo baptized no doubt. 
4. The Apoftie as vou your felf take notice, doth 
not mention returningsthanks after they had done, as 
well as he {peaks not oj the Hymn,and you fappofe there 
was no need of it, as tf our wildom might teach us 
_ that, fince we give thinks arcer our meals: Brother, 
* the Ordinance of the Lords Supper is another kind of 
thing than our common meals, we do not give thanks 


whea we take the Cup to’drink : Sir, Mans. wifdom 


muft-make no Supplement to the holy Supper. 
appears by your arguing againft Singing, that 


. inyour Confcience praifing of God-in Prayer isnot | 


Wfinging, otherwifethere is m6 room for a trial of skill 

«» to.evade it: And as*to the Greek word, we have 
fhewed, (as our Tranflators .do “afhrm, and other 
Learned in the Greek Tongue, do reftrain it to fing- 

. ing, @e.) that ‘tis not an Hymn, if nota Song, and 
fung co the=praile, of God. Do not fome) of us 
know what the Greek word imports, as well as 
others? and have not our Brethren’ faid enough 

in their latewTreatifes upon that a¢count, to which 


Greciansawho render the word otherwife, we 

may, Bring threefcore who contradict them. Beza, 
9 ymnum cecinifjent, When a 
fing an Schreyelius Hill ‘in Wer 
CONS, Celebro hymnum ceno: And isit wifdom 
1 you to give a contrary fence to our faithful and 
‘learned Taanflators anddo not other ignorant per- 
fons betray theif great weaknels, who do confront 
eur laft and beft Tranflators, -fly an old corrupt 


you give no Reply. Could you produce three able | 


= 


| 
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Tranflation in Sion Collegde. Moreover, if the Greek 

word'doth: noe reftrain it to’ finging, then it foliows’ 

in your Judgment, chat fimple or bear giving of 
* ghanks is not finging; by which you give away the 
Caute, and implicitly acknowledge you never fing at 
allin a proper fence: But to proceed, If you’ will 
not mint the Pattern, by thehelp of God we will. 

There isathe like parity of Reafon alfo for fing- 
ing, atcer that wondeffull manifeftation of Gods ric 
Grace and Bounty, as there is for fimple praife ; for 
never greater caule to be {piritually merry, and. Te- 
joyce in God, than!when’ we receive fuch a Seal and 
Token of.his'Brernal Loye and Favour to our Souls 
in that Redemption we have through Chrifts Blood. 

Thirdly, ‘Such a kind of Singing an Hjmm you fay, 
is not to be practifed now, becaule we find. the uttering or 
finging of or Hymm in thé Church; was by come. 
mand of the Lord'to bz manag’d after another manmer, as 
| appears from the before inzntioned, 
Reply. This if meerly to beg the Caufe ; that man- 
>| ner of Singing you referr to 1s but your own private 
r | Conceit and Opinion, Which we have aniwered al- 
d 


ready, The ‘ptactice of our Saviour is a perfec 
Rule, and we cannot err while we follow it, for *hé 
| isfet forth as'an Example for usin his Obedience inf 
is the difcharge of Gotpel Ordinances: Had we not 4 
h | Mind to fpare you, how juftly might you be expofed : 
h} by your ftrange and cloudy reafenings? If the Copy is 
le | torbe imitated in one thing, why not inanother> 
2. You'do but {uppofe Sifgirig was manag’d after 
another manner, from that Text Cor. 14. 26. viz. by , 
| One finglé perfon, and thattoo by a {pecial or extraordi- 
ad | naty Gift itt Gods ordinary worfhip, which you prove 
j- | mot, Morscan you whilft you live on Earch : Is ic not 
m | faid, with the yoice together they fhall fing, Iia. 52. 8? 
nd 3. And fuppofe it was then manag‘d by fuch a gift 5- 
| Was not preaching or a Doétrine, wc. alfo manag‘d 
at | ‘by che fame-kind. of Gites, and of we fot preach 
pt ho fuch Gifts? 

on D Object. 
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The fecond Objettion you pretend to anfwer, is 


bet about and. Silas‘s finging praife to God, | 


\ 16.25. 
1. ‘Tothis, you fay, p. 11. Paul and Silas pray’d 
uy) ‘as well as fang praifes, and were heard by the pri- 
| ‘*foners: Cah we think, (fay you) that when they 
Sprayed they fpake both together ? Why.then fhould 
. ~*finging prailes, the Holy Spirit gives no other account 
% ‘ofthe one than of the other ? 4 e 2 
| Reply. Wé fay to you in anfwer; why fhould any 
think che Holy Ghoft {peaks in che Clouds, or unin- 
télligibly > When they prayed no body doubts bur 
that one only wasthe mouth ; bur if they both fing, 
Y then one did not fing alone, becaufe all Mankind un- 
 derftand the act of Si as has been proved, dif- 
fers quite may, we tel] 
r ou again, roperly laid to pray toge- 
\ ther, when only one is the mouth, but many cannot 
truly and proper 
4 Therefore thé prifoners heard them, ’tis 


not to be they heard both their Voices when 
they prayed, but yet did hear both their Voices when 


they 

3. it been no more than praifing of God in 
Prayer, the Holy Ghoft had not added, and {ung 
i aijes ; ftrange! you will diftinguifh no better on the 
4 «Natures of di ring Ordinances, according to the com- 
mon underftanding of all Mankind! Do you always 


when you God, or give thanks for meat 


| it and drink, before or after meat, fing ? would not an 
{mile at you, fhould you fo 


epee, You fay we may fafely conclude they did not ! 


ay ie . up their Voices together, becaufe we 
in that 


the Apoftle knowing the Mind of the 
particular, which he could and did 


| 
| 
| 
| 
l 

com 


| 


| 
| 


ys 
at 


we 
be 
did 


| the Mind of the Lord in that particular fung, rope 
ther ; we fay fo ic is our Duty to do, and they 


€ communicate unto others, would not allow himfelf or 
| * his Companion to be tranfgreffors of it. 


1 Reply. Dear Brother, you argue, not at all; 
ftrange! that fuch lines fhould come from fuch a Pen ; 
You take that tor granted which you prove not, and 
which we deny by force of argument. We fay the 
Apoftle well knew finging with Voices together was 
the pradtice of the Lords people under rhe Law, and 
that fo Chrift and his Difciples fung, an? therefore 
fohe and Silas {ung, and were no tran(greffors. 

2. And. fince Paul and Silas, who you fay, knew 


do it not, neglect a Gofpel Duty. nip 
Objeét. The third Objection you pretend to anfwer, ig 
from that in Jam. 13. merry,!et him fing Pfams, 

‘This Scripture, you fay, is no direétion for 4 


“Church affembled to employ themfelves in finging 


‘together: But how a particular perfon in a joyfu 
“frame ought to manage his Mirth, or to 
‘the Glory of God. Certainly it can never be a right 
‘Inference, fay you, that a fingle perion 
“when chearful or comfortable, is exhorted to fing 
* praife to. God, therefore to conclude, that ir is the 
© Duty of the Church of Chrift'in its publick Affembly 
“to have allche Members fing together wich Artificial 
*Rhimes, and Tunes, acompofed Song, or Pfalm, tha 
* not commianded foto do, and although they be not in 
“a joyful frame, is a ftrange infefence. * ye) 


t Reply. We in the firft place cannot but obferve 
how clearly you here give away the Caule, viz, do 
not you plainly intimate, that finging is a different 
thing from Prayer, or common ordinary praifing of — 
God in Prayer ; for if you do not grant this, there 


| Is nothing in what you fay, for as one man ought 
| {6 to praifeGod when in a joyful frame, fo you know 


ought a whole Church together to do the fame. Pray 
confider of this, it looks i upon you. 


Da a. We 


| 


| 
| 
| 


isto 


are as Sacred as Scripture profe; we. 


this Text to prove a w ole Af 
ought to ng together, ‘and™ you ‘kiow it 
, lénough ; but to prove chat finging 1s fome o- 
ther Att, "Duty; ‘or Thing* than ‘that of ‘praifing of 
God you plea for, and ‘would have to’ be’ Gotpe}- 
But however, we would willy now, 

informed, if one’ Man when g glad. or catife 
‘fh. the Lord, may afd ought "to’ fing, why 
many, tf ‘in the fare’ frame, may not fing, and { ling to 


you are thor in this Duty, ‘wher 
in the Lord ‘as a 
gle perior perfon ; do you ever fing Pfalms? we hope your 
mictinies are merry’in the Lord, certainly you car. 

conbtade this intends fome f ipecial Gift: Had 
was of joyful in the Lord. 
2 or car chink the Apoftle: ‘puts 
upd a’ they Were not in a capacity to 
poe not left af @e liberty of a. perfor, 
that if fing Pfalns if he pleates, 
but The isas' mich 


to sto pry. BE. Sec: if there finging 
proper fin ‘we mean) without 


‘pone. Yo flential to thd. 


but Blame us not fe fin 
fitively: afnrm it is not Talk 


no ge compofed.Pfalms, you know David's 
“Pfalths> were compofed by’ the Spirit Of\God, and 


a 


no Pfalms bat thofe called David's 


Yoru this Stheing here into, 18 
Seertainly: ‘is Uitable to 


Which is noteby 1 a, 


—_ 


| 
| 


| “his Sotil* in-earreft Requefts’td God, as he thall be: 

‘affifted ‘by’ the*Holy like manner;! thet 

| ‘Singing heré intended is not the reading andtuaing* 

). | ‘ofa Plialmy out of a Book, or writing’ of 

“tompofing ; but his folemn’ exprefling the praile of 

2 | ‘God, and his joyful thanks to'God, as the HolySpizi 

y | ‘fit doth-affift him with a tuneéable Voice, or ovhers! 

| wife: fhall Praygr be with the'’Spiric, anddfingings 

“praifes, which is the higheft'worfhip be byaforme | 

+: fay you, we are orherwife directed-by ‘the 
f 


of God, Cor, And’ We ane! coune 
Hell dato” Jabour to be filled with the Spirit,: ifwe 
“will {peak'to our felves in Pfalms and) Hymhs; 
which ifit may be -petfortmed. bYreadingand 
‘tuning a -Pfalm or Song indired ‘for’ us, may 
“hé bya perfomina carnabiassmuch as by | 
“Spiritual ftate and frame. This Singing, tay you, 


| “that @ Chriftian in his cheatfalnets is tinea 
| “Cwehumblytonceive ):isiexplained "Eph. 5. Nest 


| “ther foolifh salking nor ‘which are not convenient, 
giving, of i Wheré Believersace di 
“rected how to improve their terry and chearful 

+ | ‘feafons, firft Hégatively, not-as the World:common- 
‘ly doth in foolifh talking and’ jéfting, ftir up dangh- 
4 | “ter and yain ‘mirth byy Secondly,’ pofitivelytag 

Sereate their Spirits, by 
‘their joy ‘and«comfort in blefithg .ghe 
$ 


| 


‘Name of the Lord; as*hewthall 

“chem, ‘whether with Métté, WPunes; or 
Reply. That’a perfon fhoubinfing 
fal frame, by-influence or chélp-ofthe 
. | -nyenot, as @ perfon afflictedtisdo to prays and 
reading: ofa “prayer; yet @ne 


and‘prayer anothers. may nota Man fpiriqval- 
ly. fing: one of avids falmsy ore 
or 


Hymns, , Songs,’ because j ‘not ‘Cam- 
pole it himfelf? Do you fuppofechgt every: Maaand 
woflten iajthole Times had to bring 


= 


a 

4 


forch’a Pfalm: for ‘tis evident every Man and Wo- 
i man fome time or another may be merry or joyful in 
* — the Lord, andthen they lie. without exception, un- 
deg the fame obligation to fing Plalms. You it feems 
admit of Singing witha tuneable Voice ; Nor indeed 
is there any other finging known to Mankind. Now 
if every Man has not the fpecial Gift to bring forth 
a Pfalm, both Matter, Manner and Tune, wc. by 
an immediate help of che Spirit, we find you fuppole 
they cannot fing Plalms according to this Precept ; 
nor muft they fing any Pfalms but of their own 
diting: Doubrlefs the weakeft perfon that had 7% © 
{pecial Gift, If merry in the Lord, is bound and oblig- 
ed to fing Pialmssas well as avy other, therefore | 
snging was not tyed up to perfons who had. a {pect- 
al Gift fo to fing: Befides, the Pfalms are contained 
in the Holy Scripture which we are to fing, the mat- 
ter being already compofed by the Spiric ; therefore 
praying and finging greatly differ, thé both are to 
performed by the affifignce of the Spirit. Bro- 
ther, there is a Book of Pialms left for us in Gods 
Word to fing by, bute no Book of Prayers is there 
Jett, for us to pray by, thereforé you fay nothing: 
Nor is that doubtlefs true which you conceive from 
Epb. 5.4. i.e. that the Apoitle there gives directis 
about finging, but racher ‘tis about {peaking, 
viz. that we fhould got in our common difcourie, 
st@tvaufe foolith talking nor jefting, but that God 
thon|d be always in our Minds, and we ready always 
to give thanks to him: For as Men are {ubject co fing 
foolith Songs when merry, which the Apoftle Fzmes 
‘imphiitely reproyes and gives directions then to fing 
‘Pfaims; fo are as ready to ule jeftings and fool- 
»ffh calkings, efpeclally at Feafts, whith are not con- 
-yenient. Therefore St, Paul gives directions to avoid 
‘them, and to give thanks to God. for all we have, 
“and demean our felyes with gravity, and an Holy 


Now 


“ 


n 
WV 
h 
le 


that in Log 
2.° It may be confidently expected,fay you,that if che 


. Now we come to the fifth and laft thing you - 


infift upon, viz. you fay you fhall fpeak a little to 
che laft particular you mentioned, which is this, viz. 

But it may be faid, is there no way to revive that Or- 
dinance of Singing, or bringing forth a Pfalm in 
Church as it was in the primitive times, or as we bave 
recorded 1 Cor. 14.26? 

Firft, ‘You fay the Church hath chat which is 
‘chiefly intended by it, in their folemn giving of 
*Thanks, and praifing of God together, as they have 


} - ‘ continual occafion and opportunity for it. 


- Reply. Why do you fay the Church hath that 
which was chiefly intended, if the Church hath not 


the Ordinance or thing it felf ? is not this like what 
fome fay of Sprinkling, (viz.) Th6 Baptifm was per-- 


formed by dipping, or applying the fubject to che 
Water in the primitive times, and we ufe — 
fay they, yet we have that which was chiefly in- 
tended by it, for we ule water, and* apply it co the 
Subjeét ; and fprinkling with the Blood of Chritt is 
mentionéd as well as wafhing in his Blood, and we ufe 
the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft whenwe 
do it,¢o°c. What is it yourChurch hath ? Why you praife 
God together, fo you ought, aad may eve 
hour, have none of this ie 

al God in prayer is not finging of his g¥ai- 
of God be the chief ing intended, 
yet ‘tis no other than a mufical or melodious finging 
of his praifés, which if you de not fo, you have not 
the chief thing intended. Why fhould God enjoya 
his people to fing his praife, if to praife him in pray- 
er without finging wv 
alt your Wifdom above the Wifdom of God >? or to 
make void a Gofpel precept by your Tradltion? read 

Matthew 


a 


“Lords people did more earneftiy pray, and wait fora 
4 mig 


° 


— = 


was fufficient? is not this to ex- 


56 | 


“might be more affiftance afforded for enditing and 
“uttering a Pfalm or Spititual Song according te the 
Reply. 1f you have that which was chiefly intend- 
| ed by finging, what-need is there to expect any more 
} of the Spirit to be performed to endite a Pfalm, or 
, to pray for fuch pourings forth of the Spiric to that 
hs, end? thé we all have caufe to pray: for more of the. 
it Holy Spirit to be poured forth, yet not to-revive | 
the practice of any Gofpel Ordinance, which we fee 
lainly the Churches were enjoyned co perform; 
or if we want it to revive one Duty, we want it to- 

revive all, 

2. Prayer isan Ordinance, Preaching is an Ordi- 
nance, Baptilm and the Lords Supper are Ordinan- 
ces, and you are found in the diicharge ofall thele 


Duties too, thd it may be in fome things you may 
not foexactly be found in the performance of them 
according to the primitive Pattern, and may pray 
for the Spirit to be poured forth in a greater mea- 
fure to help you co difcharge your Duties in thofe 
Ofdinances; but you will not however negleét them 
under fuch pretences, why then do you wholly neg- 
fect this of Singing the praifes of God under fuch a 
“pretence, z.e. for want of more of the Spirit to ei- 

ite.and utter a Pfalm ? 
* 33 What ground have you to expect, or to pray 
for. thofe extraordinary Gifts to perform any Go- 
{pel Ordinance which were in the primitive Times ? 
if there is no promife for their returh, then no 
ground of Faithto prayforthem. . 
- 4 May not this tend to caufe our people to 
caft off all other Ordinances upon the fame preten- 
ces, and turn Seekers ? "tis very dangerous what you 
fuggefte here. 

s. It appears you allow of enditing a Pfalm, and 
that the Spirit may return to enable a perion fo to 


do. Brother, dare you fay thofe.Godly Men who 
endit@*Hymns and Spiritual Songs do not bring 


ny 
4 
4 ‘ 


. 
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| forth now-by the help of the Holy Spirit > pray ins 
form us, how-we or any people may infallibly know 
that an Hymn is endi€ed by the Spirit; may not, 
fome:- as much queftion whether you or other Mini- 
{ters endite or compile their Sermons by the affift- 
ance of Gods Spirit, by the fame rule as you may 
queftion whether or nothey have the affiftancé ofthe © 
Spirit to endite Hymns. ‘ 
| "6. There are fome that can, and do fometimes 
| now bring forth an Hymn extemporarily, may not 
ou conclude the Spirit is returned already to ena- 
le them {0 to do? or what evidence further do you 
expect of {uch a thing hereafter, when more of: the 
| Spirit is poured forth ? or how will you know, it 
|} js notacommon nor a natural Gift which fuch a per- 
* | fon hath? Brother, you feem to many wife men who 
’ | have read your Epiftle, to be in this mattera great 
Enthufiaft. 
7. Laftly, Can any Man enditean Hymn or Pfalm 
without ftudy and premediation ? Certainly what you 
hint here of*enditing and uttering a P{alm or Spiri- | 
tual Song when the Spirit is poured forth, <¢c. is juft 
~ | the fame thing which we fay many of the Lords Ser- . 
vancs by the prefent help of the Spirit are enabled to 
do now. ¥ 
3. ‘Itis clearly manifefted; you fay, inthe Holy . |] 
Scriptures, and fadly experienced, That the Church 
; |*or Intereft of Chrift in the World was to be, and 
'* (“hath been not only a long time kept under by Per- 
*fecution and Bondage by che power of Spiritual Ba- 
 bylon,8ec.in which time the Harps have been ‘as it were 
“hung upon the willows, Pfals The Witnefles 
‘have prophefied in Sackcloth,:and the Churchiithe 
Wildernefs,. whereby ic hath been a feafon “wmore 
F ‘for crying. and mourningy than for rejoycing or 
ne fF finging :. But alfo the Holy Spirit hath been in agreat 
meafure withdrawn, thofe eminent Gifts chat were. 
in the primitive- Times, have ‘not been diftributed: to 
the Saints, the Church hath beensfed and-nouri 


9 


‘but 


is now a time rather 
our mutual prefer- 


‘ 


s in the begi And it is re 

“ole or no. mention made of | feng of 
| Heaven, chat isj the Church, the advance. 
“tent of the myftery-of Inignity, till the Lamb 
‘appeared again on. Mount Sion, Therefore in 
salem timie, you. fay, itis no wonder if there be fo few hy 
SOngs endived the SChurches, ac- 
| Patron. to be.cont 13.09% 
| of Sion, efpecially at the -caunting 
infulting Enemies Doth ic follow from 
seution muft not fing? True, were 
outwardor earthly as theirs were, 
Smight t the like seafon for us to Say 
our Harps on willows. Brother 
dublin Spiritual and. Heavenly, the ground of 
“easthiy Riches ‘and Profperity, but for 
‘Chrift or Redempson through his Blood, 
| life, and rings in ut, 
ger of aSong, end ff hence. God 


arts and Tongues to fing Pfalms; Hymns a 
itnal Songs, than thefe high, fiblime and chiefelt of 
3 Were @ people more affectedewith oure 
ward or external mercies, ‘or with deliverances from 
ichrift, than with che mercieg 
ioned,,” it would rather betray their fince. _ Py 
ity than otherwife, and difcover acarnal heart. i 
. It is not Known to all the World how {weetly 
frequently ‘the poor Saints and Martyrs fung | 
. jutt as went into che Fire, like as 
d- his Difciples fung the night before he was [ 
id, and Paul and Silas when in prifon, and - 
eit feet in the ftocks’ What thd wehave canfeto 
| rn, yet we have caule always to rej | 
are exhorted to account it al] joy when we fal! ine 
teBo temptation’: asthe Apoities whea they had been 
Tejoyced they were accountéd ‘worthy to fuller 
mii 3: Befides, w you intimates if the Church wn. 
and’ reign of Antichrift, have not fad 
uch a meafuire 6f the Spirit and relence of God £0 feaft 
keft time of Antichrift were moft glerioufly feafted 
mpsany in any age of the Church, by which means. they 
edeemed them eus of every kindre Nati 
Prue, when Babylon 
joy,and when they fing the Song of Mo/es as wellas 
mene Song ofthe:Lamb, then'the melody may femmore 
But wevmuft tell you; God.at al) times-de- 
‘“ondition . 


you, the Book of the’ Lamentations wage. 2 
‘Song; and thé their cafe was deplorable, 
i> ny Soul; the Lord te 

and ought to fag now. | 


whén Bubylon is down, the Tonguestof many who 
Rave Been dumb fhall fing, ze. many fhall then be: 
from thence’ fhall fing ; bur-we who! 
=a!" (before that time comes) have obtained that Grace and 
Bleffing, have as much caifle’'to fing gow as they thalf 
mii® then: Bat fiace thar will be a day of genera! Conver |. 
it fion, or wherein multitudes fhall be broughe into | | 
a. . Chinft, it is noted as a fpecfal time of finging. oot 
4, Do you think there wants now fuch a meafure off 
the Spirit thatis fafficient to put any one Gofpel Or 
Gifance into practice? The fmallnefs of the Gitts,; 
Méatures of the Spirit cannot jultifie any perfon ia}; 
Bi’ the neglect of any Gofpel Duty; you forget yc 
We felf, finging of Pfalms iis aGofpe] Precepr, and there-| 
fore we mult that way praife God,or we negleét a duty, 
ag? What yotfpeak of formal Singing, ec. affectg p) 
ais fot; we plead forito thing, but fay our finging 
at is Spiritual, as our preaching and praying is fo, and n 
iffvention, but a Satred Inftitution of the Gofpel. Ww: 
What you fpeak concerning the Lords Peo pig is 
after the Captivity in the rebuilding the Temple, hajgp 
Vilig nO Hrim and Thumim, makes againft your fel 
We would know whether there was any one OrdiiCe 
Nance they negleéted from fuch pretences, viz. thege 
nO Thumim, nor Ark of the Covenan§pf, 
waited fome ome: vifible »demontftranion of j 
*  prefence, or fpecial Gifts'to'perform itt the Lord fs 
pen your eyes to do as they did, who asthey 
weittéa in the Law of Mofes; prefently f{€t about 
work) Without waiting for any vifiblesor {pecial Evgog, 
Spirit, or “prefence them, aq 4 
were accepted with Gods") 96: he 
» forced himfelf in hafte to offer a Sacrifignig) 
Bena wait; youfay, was fitarply 
rem. 13.12. and fultained great damage. byither 
Nhe feemed to make afair plea for: what he di ore 
*.thoth ‘ord ‘grant, fay ‘you, “it Tay not be dor, Ine 
ont of pretended: Zeal to-reftore an-Ord. 
bring that which ‘ts: nor of D 
ation, bat ‘humane Invention and Gompofitig 


yy 


| | 
| 


Reply. How unreafonably and. inipertinently your ‘4 
bring the ‘paflage here in of Sauls, offering .a Sacri- 
| fce to atone for his ‘fin of Difobedience, let al] wilg, 
‘men judge; for as it belonged not to him, fo his 
1 Confcience told him*he fhould forbear the doing of f 
fH} it: Bue we know ft belongs to us, and to all the 
| Churches of Chrift to fing Pialms; Hymns and Spiri- 
Songs: and {ure you be fo-cenforious ro. 
yudge, we do that which belongs not tous? andalio 
force our (elyesco do it againft the light of 
2. The fecond thing —afferted:by you is as bad and- 
as Unchriftian as the fortger, viz, That our Zeal.to 
reftore a loft Ordinarce,/is but pretended, in which ‘ 
you hint as if ‘were “but a cqmpany otf Hypo- 
e-icrites in what we hefem ;.God will judge be- 
yitween’ you and us; who alone is able, and whole: 
place and right it is: you préfume.too far.en Gods, 
How dare you fay finging of Pfalms,; Gee. +} 
with Voices together (for that we fuppolfe youmean) 
‘not of’ Divine Inftitution, bue of humane inventi-( 
haj dn and compofition ? David's Pialms, andother Scrip». 
elm tire Hymns and Spiritual Songs are not of humane 
rdyCompofition, unlels part of the Holy Bible isa. piece. 
humane Invention for the finging. of iuch. 
angPfalms, ‘it is commanded, or pofitively required or’ 
somenjoyned on us, and on the Churches of the Saintsy. 
dams evident to all whofe eyes are enlightened, from, 
3.16. and that our Saviour with hiss 
t-tmDilciples, Afofesand all, Irael, Padlvand Silas, fung 
Evgogether, hath been proved beyond doubt. 
- 4. Should one man force ‘himfelf.to fing alone in | 
he Church, under pretence of a {pécfal Gift, you : 
fee ‘caufe to c after that mannef, i. 
orcing bimlelf do, there being no Command -nei-’ 
mhew Precept nor Example’ for fuch a practicejthere-"» 
e fuch'ah act would be humane, and not ofDi- ~ 
Appointment. 
Sant did nov! what God’ commanded, and there- 


\ 


was tharply reproved, nay more than that : ang 
m,' © you have caufe enough co fear upon the like accounty 
 fince you and your People do not fing Plalms, 
. which you are commanded’ to do, but ftrive to ob- 
™ ftru& che practice of it. Our’ Saviour faith, He tha 
eaks the of thefegommendments, and teaches men 
foto-do, fh2ll be criled the leaft in the King dom of Heas 
“as to charge you as guilty herein, but you ¥ 
do well to that paflage. 
It grieves us to fee fuch lines fhould drop from 
. pour Pen as your Epiie is made-up of, fiace we hear 
. -what wife men ( who have no great love t6 you nor 
fpeak not ortly of but of the Bzprifts in ge. 
 fneral) uporithe account thereof; and here is room in- 
deed for them to fay, We in reftoring Baptifm, ez‘. do 
but forceour felves withoutany power received from 
on nights ‘But when you can prove we may and ought 
to reltore one joft»Ordinance without a {pecial mea- 
fure ot the Spirit, @ci.and ndeadother, we fhall fur- 
ther confider of what’ yott, have faid: Some fay, who 
have read your Epiftle, chat the Bapsifis are turning 
Quakers, Enthufiafis, andwhatnoe. 
our Reverend Brethren, who are not yet 
sry convinced of Singing, sbut dare not cenfure others,will 
fee catife to preventthe coming out of any more f 
of ftuff for thetime to come, and find out fome 
Othef way to. put an end to this unpleafant. Contre 
‘verfie, which all knoW was begun by. Mr. Marlow 
whieh is fhid.againft fingitg of Pfalms, 
@e. we are Tare it will ténd For the further clearing 
uptorbethe dityofthe Churches. 
coclofe your e, would have your peopl 
Comfidér'whar preléace of God was with the 
Suited Curches formerly,with continual addition unté 
“thems however it been unduly reprefentedir 


Zealot for common finging co the 
That our Churches bere bleffed in thofeti 
and yet this is weakly added by 
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